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From  the  Dean 


I  have  always  known  that 
we  have  an  excellent  school 
here,  but  it  is  even  more 
pleasing  to  hear  someone 
else  like  the  ABA  say  so." 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

It's  a  great  time  of  the  year— the  daffodils  are  beginning  to  bloom,  the 
days  are  lengthening  (daylight  savings  time  is  already  here),  and  spring  is 
in  the  air.  It's  also  a  great  season  for  the  School  of  Law.  As  you  will  read  in 
this  issue,  we  are  about  to  break  ground  on  the  addition  and  renovations 
to  the  School  of  Law  building.  As  soon  as  exams  are  finished  next  month, 
the  contractor  will  start  its  work.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  work 
because  of  its  importance  to  the  future  of  the  School. 

The  renovated  Law  Center  will  reflect  the  good  things  happening  inside. 
Recently,  we  received  our  response  from  the  American  Bar  Association 
following  its  regular  accreditation  visit  to  the  School  last  April.  I  am  very 
pleased  to  tell  you  that  the  ABA  Accreditation  Committee  continued  our 
accreditation  without  condition.  It  would  take  some  time  to  describe  fully 
the  significance  of  their  decision,  but  let  me  tell  you  that  it  is  very  unusual 
for  any  law  school  to  receive  such  an  unconditional  approval.  Commonly 
there  are  unresolved  issues  requiring  reports  back  to  the  ABA  that  may 
ultimately  take  one  or  more  years  to  resolve.  It  is  also  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  Law  School  that  we  have  received  such  an  unconditional 
approval.  I  have  always  known  that  we  have  an  excellent  school  here,  but 
it  is  even  more  pleasing  to  hear  someone  else  like  the  ABA  say  so. 

It  has  also  been  a  good  spring  for  some  of  our  students  and  staff  involved 
in  public  interest  efforts.  In  March,  a  dozen  of  our  students  and  three  of 
our  School  of  Law  staff  went  to  Biloxi,  MS,  to  assist  in  doing  legal  work 
through  the  Student  Hurricane  Network.  They  worked  with  local  attorneys 
assisting  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  They  did  a  variety  of  work,  including 
conducting  a  survey  of  victims  involved  in  potential  litigation.  The  students 
told  me  that  they  found  that  the  degree  of  devastation  was  greater  and  the 
rate  of  rebuilding  was  slower  than  they  had  anticipated.  One  of  the  persons 
with  whom  our  students  talked  and  who  described  his  own  personal  expe- 
riences was  our  own  alumnus,  Phillip  Wittmann  '00.  While  rebuilding  the 
local  infrastructure  and  the  spirits  of  the  people  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  is  an  enormous  project,  our  students  felt  privileged  to  be  able  to 
help  in  their  own  small  way.  We  will  have  a  much  fuller  story  about  this 
wonderful  effort  by  our  students  in  the  fall  issue  of  Perspectives. 

I  hope  your  spring  is  as  exciting  and  fruitful  as  ours  will  be. 
Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 
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Real  Classes  in  Real-time. 


As  one  of  the  only  three  programs  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  the  LL.M.  has  attracted  the 
interest  of  scores  of  prospective  students,  particularly  alumni  of  our  J.D.  programs  who  are  already 
familiar  with  the  quality  of  our  faculty  and  curriculum.  While  some  students  have  braved  weekly 
commutes  from  their  practices  in  New  Hampshire  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  our  alumni  population 
now  spreads  across  49  states,  making  distance  a  real  barrier  to  many  potential  students  eager  to 
gain  advanced  legal  training  in  this  booming  practice  area. 

Now,  the  LL.M.  can  come  to  them.  This  spring  the  LL.M.  is  breaking  new  ground  as  the  only 
online  program  in  both  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  in  the  country.  


Flexible  Study  for  Practicing  Attorneys 

The  program  offers  great  flexibility,  allowing 
students  to  study  according  to  their  own 
schedules.  Students  may  take  courses  on- 
campus,  completely  online,  or  elect  to  take  a 
mixture  of  on-campus  and  online  offerings. 
Synchronous  delivery  means  that  the  classes 
are  broadcast  live  as  they  happen.  Logging  in 
to  the  online  classroom,  students  receive 
lectures  in  real-time,  enabling  them  to  buzz 
in  to  ask  questions  or  post  notations  for  their 
professor  or  classmates  to  see.  This  approach 
to  distance  learning  provides  unprecedented 
interaction  with  classmates  and  faculty, 
bringing  the  immediacy  of  the  classroom 
experience  direct  to  the  home,  office,  or 
wherever  students  may  need  to  travel. 

Says  Professor  Fred  Royal,  Director  of  the 
LL.M.  program,  "Real-time  instruction  also 
provides  the  feedback  that  enables  our 
faculty  to  assess  students'  level  of  under- 
standing, letting  them  adjust  their  pace  of 
instruction  and  clarify  content  as  the  class 
progresses — just  like  we  do  in  a  traditional 
classroom." 


The  introduction  of  online  courses  has 
been  well  received  by  current  students, 
particularly  those  with  long  commutes  like 
Attorney  Matthew  Stillman,  of  Riccio  & 
Beletsky,  LLC,  an  LL.M.  candidate  from 
southern  Connecticut. 

Says  Stillman,  "With  the  online  courses, 
you  can  work  your  class  around  your  life; 
not  the  other  way  around.  I'm  thrilled  that 
all  the  courses  are  now  online.  There  are 
quite  a  few  long-distance  students  in  the 
program.  The  ability  to  access  the  program 
online  is  a  tremendous  advantage." 

Attorney  Stillman  is  representative  of 
many  LL.M.  students  who  are  looking  to 
gain  expertise  in  this  burgeoning  specialty. 
He  practiced  administrative  law  in  New  York 
and  Boston  for  more  than  a  decade  until  a 
change  in  regulatory  policy  caused  him  to 
rethink  his  focus. 

Says  Stillman,  "I  always  wanted  to  learn 
about  the  fields  of  elder  law  and  estate 
planning,  and  so  it  was  a  great  opportunity 
for  me.  However,  going  to  school  at  night  can 
be  very  taxing,  both  personally  and  profes- 


sionally. The  tremendous  advantage  of  the 
online  courses  is  that  you  'bring'  your  class  to 
your  location,  you  don't  have  to  travel." 

He  believes  the  many  intensive  courses  in 
the  program  translate  well  to  online  delivery. 
With  a  high  level  of  interaction,  he  says,  "you 
can  'raise  your  hand,'  type  in  feedback,  or 
pose  a  question  that  is  immediately  delivered 
to  the  professor,  who  can  respond  to  it.  You 
also  have  the  opportunity  to  instant  message 
other  people  who  are  participating  as  well. 
Later,  if  you  want  to  review  the  lecture,  you 
can  go  back  and  listen  to  the  material  again, 
literally  in  live  time. 

"I'm  very  grateful  to  Fred  Royal,  and 
all  the  staff  and  faculty  at  Western  New 
England  College  for  this  opportunity.  I  think 
they've  done  a  great  job  with  this  program." 

To  learn  more  about  the  LL.M.  in 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law,  visit 
www.  la  w.  wnec.  edu/llm. 
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Focus 


hen  he  was  sworn  in  as  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  on 
January  A,  2007,  Tim  Murray  '94  took  hold  of  the 
highest  elected  office  ever  occupied  by  a  School  of 
Law  graduate. 


With  a  distinguished  list  of  qualifications  including  being 
elected  to  three  terms  as  mayor  of  Worcester,  the  state's  sec- 
ond largest  city,  and  as  a  city  councilor  in  that  same  munici- 
pality before  that,  Murray  was  motivated  to  run  for  this 
office  because  he  has  seen  firsthand  what  strong  leadership 
can  accomplish  in  local  communities. 

"Fundamentally,  I  believe  we  needed  more  people  in  state 
government  who  appreciate  what  city  and  town  governments 
do  on  a  day-to-day  basis,"  explained  Murray.  "I  think  it  is 
important  to  have  meaningful  partnership,  collaboration, 
and  communication  between  state  and  local  officials  and  I 
felt  that  I  could  add  the  viewpoint." 

Murray  plans  to  be  an  advocate  for  the  state's  351  cities  and 
towns.  While  in  office  in  Worcester,  he  oversaw  the  renova- 
tion and  construction  of  dozens  of  public  schools,  the  revi- 
talization  of  the  city's  downtown,  and  built  a  partnership 
between  Worcester  and  numerous  private  organizations, 
including  the  area's  colleges. 


"I  tried  to  build  strategic  partnerships  with  our  colleges  and  universities,"  said 
Murray.  "We  were  able  to  create  joint  ventures  that  were  mutually  beneficial  to  the 
city  and  to  the  colleges  that  call  the  city  home." 

In  fact,  the  Patrick  administration  will  examine  Murray's  work  while  in  office  in 
Worcester  as  a  possible  model  for  Springfield,  particularly  utilizing  the  resources 
of  Western  New  England  College  and  the  School  of  Law. 


Murray  greets  Governor  Deval  Patrick  while 
Springfield  Mayor  Charles  Ryan  looks  on 
during  the  Inaugural  Ceremony  at  Springfield 
Symphony  Hall  on  January  6,  2007. 


SPRING  2007 


♦  5 


(Photo  left)  With  his  wife,  Tammy  Sullivan,  by  his  side,  Tim  Murray  is  sworn  in  on  Inauguration  Day.  (Photo  right)  Murray,  flanked  by  state  and  local  officials,  pre- 
pares to  hammer  the  ceremonial  "Golden  Spike"  to  mark  the  completion  of  the  Greenbush  Branch  of  the  Plymouth  and  Middleboro  commuter  rail  line  in  February. 


"The  School  of  Law  provides  the  people  of  western 
Massachusetts  access  to  a  quality  education,  to  a  first-rate 
law  library,  and  to  professors  and  students  who  can  serve 
in  a  variety  of  different  ways,"  said  Murray  of  the  Com- 
monwealth's only  ABA  accredited  law  school  located  out- 
side of  the  greater  Boston  area. 

Many  residents  of  the  region  are  hopeful  Murray  will 
provide  a  voice  on  Beacon  Hill  for  the  citizens  of  central 
and  western  Massachusetts. 

"The  good  thing  is  this  governor  understands  that  we 
need  to  govern  statewide,"  explained  Murray.  "That 
involves  working  with,  listening  to,  and  investing  in  all 
regions  of  the  state.  We  are  working  with  the  local  and 
legislative  officials  here  on  issues  pertaining  to  the  city  of 
Springfield  and  how  we  can  continue  to  assist  in  putting 
together  a  strategic  plan  that's  going  to  strengthen  the  tax 
base  and  grow  jobs  in  Springfield  and  the  area." 

The  only  official  function  of  the  Office  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  is  to  oversee  the  Governor's  Council  in  its 
appointments  of  judges  to  the  state's  court  system. 
Traditionally,  the  administration  develops  tasks  for  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  undertake  in  addition  to  the  role 
of  head  of  the  Governor's  Council.  So  far,  Murray  has  been 
tapped  to  work  on  commissions  investigating  seaport 
spending,  hunger  and  homelessness,  and  passenger  and 
commuter  rail  expansion  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

"Governor  Patrick  has  involved  me  in  a  meaningful 
way  from  the  day  after  we  won  the  primary,"  compli- 
mented Murray.  "I've  been  given  the  opportunity  to  pro- 
vide input  and  feedback  on  different  projects,  initiatives, 
and  legislation." 

Education  has  been  one  of  Murray's  major  platforms  at 
every  level  of  government  he  has  served.  He  would  like  to 


see  more  of  the  graduates  from  the  state's  colleges  and 
universities  stay  within  its  borders.  Murray  champions 
collaboration  between  the  government  and  the  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning  to  accomplish  this  goal. 

"One  of  the  things  we  know  with  the  state's  popula- 
tion loss  is  that  we  are  losing  well  educated  and  well 
trained  people  like  Western  New  England  College  gradu- 
ates," said  Murray.  "We  need  students  and  institutions  to 
become  invested  in  the  community  and  that  is  one  of  the 
things  we're  going  to  work  on." 

His  interest  in  education  stems  from  his  years  as  a 
night  student  at  the  School  of  Law.  Murray  commuted 
from  Worcester  where  he  worked  as  a  substitute  teacher 
during  the  day. 

"Western  New  England  College  is  a  real  community," 
recalled  Murray.  "There  is  a  real  collegiality  that  exists 
among  students,  professors,  administrators,  and  the  sup- 
port staff." 

Murray  will  have  plenty  of  help  in  Boston  from  fellow 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  alums.  Gale 
Candaras  '82  and  Stephen  Buoniconti  '95  represent  parts 
of  Hampden  and  Hampshire  County  in  the  State  Senate 
and  Angelo  Puppolo  Jr.  '01  and  Cheryl  Coakley-Rivera  '95 
join  the  western  Massachusetts  contingent  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Murray  has  been  successful  in  every  facet  of  politics 
on  his  rise  to  the  position  of  Lieutenant  Governor.  He  is 
the  embodiment  of  the  spirit  of  Western  New  England 
College  and  the  School's  dedication  to  public  service.  And 
Murray  will  carry  that  spirit  with  him  throughout  his 
tenure  on  Beacon  Hill. 
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By  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf  Director,  Legislative  Institute 


Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs 

SUMMARY  of  PROGRAMS  FALL  2006 

The  fall  semester  proved  to  be  anotlier  busy  time  for  the  Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental 
Affairs  as  the  organization  hosted  several  events  on  campus.  Most  notably,  the  Institute  welcomed 
Roderick  Jackson,  plaintiff  in  the  2005  United  States  Supreme  Court  case  Jackson  v.  Birmingham 
Scliool  Board,  544  U.S.  167,  to  the  School  of  Law  as  part  of  a  program,  cosponsored  by  the  School 
of  Business  evaluating  Title  IX  of  the  Education  Amendments  of  1972.  Jackson,  the  coach  of  a  girls' 
high  school  basketball  team,  sued  the  School  Board  under  Title  IX  for  retaliating  against  him.  He 
had  complained  to  the  Board  about  the  inferior  quality  of  facilities  for  the  girls'  team  compared  with 
the  boys'  team.  The  Court  held  that,  even  though  Coach  Jackson  was  not  the  primary  beneficiary  of 
Title  IX,  he  could  commence  a  civil  action  to  remedy  the  Board's  retaliatory  action  against  him. 


W 


estern  New  England 
College  enjoyed  the  honor 
of  having  Coach  Jackson 
as  a  panelist  to  discuss  the  Court's 
ruling  and  the  impact  of  Title  IX  in 
general.  The  program  included 
Assistant  Professor  of  Law  Erin 
Buzuvis,  an  expert  on  Title  IX,  and 
Assistant  Professor  of  Sport  Man- 
agement Curt  Hamakawa  '84,  who 
served  as  the  moderator  and  orga- 
nizer of  the  program.  Professor 
Hamakawa  recently  returned  to 
Western  New  England  College  after 
working  for  16  years  at  the  United 
States  Olympic  Committee. 

In  mid-September,  the  Institute 
sponsored  the  School  of  Law's  first 
Constitution  Day  to  commemorate 
the  signing  of  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution on  September  17,  1787. 
U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Michael 
Ponsor  offered  his  reflections  on 
judicial  independence  as  a  prelude 
to  the  viewing  of  a  discussion  among 
Supreme  Court  Justices  Sandra  Day 
O'Connor,  Anthony  Kennedy,  and 
Stephen  Breyer  of  the  importance  of 
an  independent  judiciary  in  our 
democracy. 

The  Institute  also  hosted  the  11th  Annual  Supreme  Court  Review 
Conference,  exploring  the  key  decisions  of  the  October  2005  Term. 
This  year,  we  deviated  a  bit  from  past  programs  by  asking  our 
distinguished  panel  to  address  the  impact  of  the  Roberts'  Court  and, 
in  particular,  the  role  of  Justice  Kennedy. 

Professor  of  Law  Leora  Harpaz  opened  the  conference  by  explor- 
ing the  critical  role  that  Justice  Kennedy  has  played  on  the  Court 
since  the  retirement  of  Justice  O'Connor.  The  program  concluded 


with  the  three  panelists,  Profes- 
sor Harpaz,  Professor  of  Law 
Bruce  Miller,  and  Assistant  Clin- 
ical Professor  of  Law  Tina 
Wescott  Cafaro  discussing 
the  effect,  if  any,  of  the  new 
Chief  Justice  on  the  Court.  In 
between.  Professor  Cafaro 
examined  the  Court's  extensive 
rulings  in  the  criminal  law 
area,  including  Fourth  and  Sixth 
Amendment  decisions.  Profes- 
sor Miller  focused  on  terrorism 
and  the  rule  of  law.  He  noted 
the  increasingly  extravagant 
claims  of  the  President  for 
greater  executive  power  with 
or  without  congressional  autho- 
rization. 

Other  events  included  the 
International  Law  Society 
bringing  to  campus  Attorney 
Carmina  Fernandes  '02,  who 
spoke  of  her  experiences  clerk- 
ing for  a  judge  of  the  Interna- 
tional Criminal  Tribunal  for 
Rwanda.  She  described  her 
work  in  the  context  of  the  Rwan- 
dan genocide  resulting  in  the 
deaths  of  almost  one  million  people.  We  also  offered  a  number  of 
continuing  legal  education  programs  in  conjunction  with  the  Office  of 
Law  Alumni  Relations  and  the  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court  appeared 
for  its  semi-annual  sitting. 

On  January  3,  2007,  the  Massachusetts  Great  and  General  Court 
began  its  185th  session,  the  oldest  continuously  sitting  legislature  in 
the  world.  Among  its  members  were  four  of  our  graduates:  Senator 
Stephen  Buoniconti  '95,  Senator  Gale  Candaras  '82,  Representative 
Cheryl  Coakley-Rivera  '95,  and  Representative  Angelo  Puppolo  Jr.  '01. 


Alums  on  Beacon  Hill: 

(Top  left)  Senator  Stephen  Buoniconti  '95,  (top  riglit)  State  Representative 
Angelo  Puppolo  Jr.  '01,  (bottom  left)  Governor  Deval  Patricl(  with  Senator 
Gale  Candaras  '82,  (bottom  right)  Representative  Cheryl  Coakley-Rivera  '95 


SPRING  2007 


♦  7 


DOLLARS  AND  SENSE : 


Mike  Tucker  '84— Sticking  to  His  Roots 


Since  the  lime  of  noted  18lh  century  economist 
Adam  Smith,  the  local  neighborhood  bank  has 
been  the  financial  hub  of  a  community.  Serving 
as  a  place  for  residents  lo  safely  store  their 
money,  a  bank  was  a  center  for  community 
growth,  with  deposits  being  reinvested  into 
commercial  ventures  in  the  surrounding  area. 
And  while  the  emergence  of  large,  multinational 
banks  have  consolidated  the  industry  in  many 
melropoUtan  areas,  the  locally  owned  bank  is 
still  a  major  influence  on  the  small  communi- 
ties they  serve  throughout  the  country. 

Mike  Tucker  '84  is  the  head  of  one  of  these 
institutions.  He  has  spent  the  past  four  years  as 
President  and  CEO  of  Greenfield  Co-operative 
Bank  in  Franklin  County,  MA,  and  over  25 
years  working  for  local  banks  throughout 
western  Massachusetts. 

With  only  four  branches,  54  employees,  and 
one  autonomous  ATM  location,  Greenfield 
Co-operative  Bank  is  focused  on  investing  in 
the  people  and  businesses  in  its  own  backyard. 

"Our  focus  is  on  this  community,"  said 
Tucker.  "Generally,  all  of  the  deposits  we  take 
from  this  community  stay  invested  in  this 
community.  Our  commercial  lending  depart- 
ment has  four  employees,  they  live  here,  they 
know  the  market.  This  makes  us  very  nimble 
as  an  organization.  Many  times  we  can  give  a 
decision  on  a  loan  inside  of  a  week." 

With  his  office  adjacent  to  the  lobby  of 
Greenfield  Co-operative  Savings  Banks 
main  branch,  Tucker  has  a  direct  view 
the  day-to-day  operations  of  the  insti- 
tution he  runs. 

"I  have  customers  knock  on  the 
door  to  ask  a  question  or  make  a 
comment,  good  or  bad,  all  the  time," 
said  Tucker.  "At  a 
large  bank,  the  CEO's 
office  is  up  on  a  top 
floor  of  a  skyscraper. 
The  interaction  I 
have  with  the  cus- 
tomers is  very 
rewarding." 


Tucker  got  his  start  in  the  banking  held  in 
the  early  1980s  when  he  took  a  job  as  a  teller  at 
the  former  Springfield  Institution  for  Savings 
(SIS)  while  attending  the  School  of  Law  as  a 
night  student.  Even  before  he  graduated,  his 
legal  training  earned  him  a  promotion  at  SIS  as 
the  bank  was  in  need  of  a  compliance  officer. 

"The  chairman  at  SIS,  who  was  a  lawyer  as 
well,  basically  tapped  me  on  the  shoulder, 
because  he  knew  I  was  in  law  school,  and  asked 
me  to  take  on  that  role,"  explained  Tucker. 

He  stayed  with  the  bank  until  1999,  advanc- 
ing all  the  way  up  to  Senior  Vice  President  and 
General  Counsel,  before  SIS  merged  with  Peo- 
ples Heritage  of  Portland,  ME  (now  TD  Ban- 
knorth).  Following  a  three-year  stint  as  COO 
and  General  Counsel  of  Easthampton  Savings 
Bank,  Tucker  took  a  position  with  Greenfield 
Co-operative  Bank  in  2002  and  was  named 
CEO  and  President  within  a  year. 

Even  with  all  of  his  industry  experience. 
Tucker  noted  that  his  legal  education  still  serves 
him  in  many  ways  today  as  the  head  of  one  the 
region's  premier  community  banking  institutions. 

"We  are  a  small  bank  so  I  wear  a  lot  of  hats," 
said  Tucker  who  is  also  the  Chairperson  of  the 
State  Legislative  Affairs  Committee  for  the 
Massachusetts  Bankers  Association.  "I  am 
involved  in  personnel  matters,  branch  expan- 
sion, leases  and  real  estate  contracts,  and  deal- 
ing with  the  FDIC  and  the  Massachusetts 
Division  of  Banks." 
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Donna  Case-Rossato  '89 — Lending  to  the  Masses 


A  quesi  lo  find  a  more  "intellectually  challenging"  voca- 
tion is  what  started  Donna  Case-Rossato  '89  on  her  path 
to  a  nearly  20-year  career  in  financial  law, 

"There  had  been  some  disputes  regarding  real  estate 
transactions  within  my  family  that  originally  sparked  my 
interest  in  law  school,"  explained  Case-Rossato.  "1  was 
working  in  retail  management  and  had  a  three  year-old  at 
home,  but  I  was  able  to  leave  my  job  and  attend  the 
School  of  Law  full-time. 

"1  have  a  very  supportive  husband,"  added  Case- 
Rossato. 

When  Case-Rossato  graduated,  she  entered  private 
practice  in  Connecticut  specializing  in  creditor's  rights. 
Following  eight  years  in  the  private  sector,  Case-Rossato 
took  a  position  with  First  Nationwide  Mortgage  Corpora- 
tion in  Mar\'land  overseeing  litigation  supervision.  When 
First  Nationwide  Mortgage  was  purchased  by  Citigroup, 
Case-Rossato  relocated  to  St.  Louis  and  was  tapped  to  do 
business  line  counseling  prior  to  being  promoted  to  her 
current  position  as  Chief  Counsel  Wholesale  Lending. 

At  CitiMortgage,  the  third  largest  originator  and  fifth 
largest  servicer  in  the  nation,  per  industry  data,  Case- 
Rossato  oversees  the  legal  needs  for  nearly  one  fifth  of 
the  organization. 

"The  channel  that  I  lawyer  comprises  only  17-20 
percent  of  the  total  volume  for  CitiMortgage,  and  we 
originated  almost  $20  billion  worth  of  loans  last  year," 
she  said. 


As  a  company  that  grants  loans  ranging  from  $50,000 
to  $2  million,  CitiMortgage  is  strictly  regulated  by  the 
federal  government.  Complying  with  these  regulations  is 
one  of  the  main  responsibilities  of  Case-Rossato's  posi- 
tion. 

"We  have  Office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 
(OCC)  oversight  and  as  a  result  fully  exercise  our  rights 
under  federal  preemption, "  explained  Case-Rossato. 

Thanks  to  its  size  (over  4,000  people  work  at  the  St. 
Louis  headquarters),  CitiMortgage  is  able  to  offer  its  cus- 
tomers a  wide  variety  of  loan  options. 

"  Our  product  base  goes  anywhere  from  the  standard 
30-year  fixed  mortgage  someone  wants  to  use  to  purchase 
a  home  to  combo  loans  where  a  first  and  a  second  mort- 
gage are  combined  in  the  form  of  a  home  equity  line  of 
credit,"  said  Case-Rossato. 

During  her  time  at  the  School  of  Law,  Case-Rossato 
gained  instruction  in  areas  of  finance  law  that  she  uses 
every  day  in  her  current  position. 

"I  was  afforded  the  opportunity  to  a  number  of  classes 
that  dealt  with  relevant  issues  within  contracts,  real 
estate,  and  different  OCC  issues,"  recalled  Case-Rossato. 
"One  of  the  things  1  really  appreciated  was  a  very 
approachable  atmosphere  among  the  professors." 

The  coUegial  learning  environment  and  the  availabil- 
ity of  relevant  courses  and  class  work  she  found  at  the 
School  of  Law  laid  the  groundwork  for  Case-Rossato  to 
pursue  a  career  in  business  and  finance  law. 
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Scott  Lessne  '83 — Riding  the  New  Wave  of  Commercial  Lending 


I 


In  his  15  years  as  a  lawyer  for  financial  institutions, 
Scott  Lessne  '83  has  been  a  firsthand  witness  to  some 
of  the  landmark  changes  the  industry  has  experienced. 
Currently  the  General  Counsel  of  CapitalSource  Bank  as 
well  as  the  Healthcare  and  Specialty  Finance  of  Capital- 
Source  Finance  LLC,  Lessne  has  assisted  former  employ- 
ers as  they  merged,  acquired,  and  were  eventually  taken 
over  by  other  banks.  He  has  also  participated  in  the  clean 
up  of  problem  loans  following  the  fallout  of  major  finan- 
cial scandals  that  rocked  the  industry  in  the  early  portion 
of  this  decade. 

Lessne,  who  spent  the  first  nine  years  of  his  career 
in  private  practice  in  the  greater  Hartford  area,  was  in 
the  planning  stages  of  setting  up  his  own  firm  with 
another  lawyer  before  receiving  a  serendipitous  phone 
call  from  a  recruiter  looking  to  hll  an  in-house  position 
at  Connecticut  National  Bank. 

"I  had  never  really  thought  about  going  in  house 
before,"  recalled  Lessne.  "I  was  enjoying  private  practice 
and  getting  excited  about  the  prospects  of  opening  my 
own  firm." 

The  "headhunter"  convinced  Lessne  to  take  an 
informational  interview  with  Connecticut  National  Bank 
where  he  discovered  that  the  bank  was  investing  signifi- 
cant resources  into  its  workout,  bankruptcy,  and  problem 
loan  department. 

"I  decided  to  give  it  a  shot,"  said  Lessne.  "I  had  no 
idea  whether  I  was  going  to  like  it  or  not,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  very  interesting,  especially  as  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  stay  on  with  the  bank  as  it  continued  to  acquire 
other  institutions  and  grow  larger  and  larger." 


Lessne  started  in  1992  ana  Deiore  leavmg 
to  join  CapitalSource,  he  watched  as  Connecticut 
National  Bank  became  Shawmut  Bank,  then  Fleet, 
FleetBoston,  and  is  now  known  as  Bank  of  America. 

Lessne  was  never  at  a  loss  for  things  to  do  in  the 
workout,  bankruptcy,  and  problem  loan  department 
thanks  to  the  corporate  accounting  swindles  of  the  late 
1990s.  As  one  of  the  major  financial  institutions  in  the 
country,  the  bank  had  significant  loans  outstanding  to 
many  of  the  now  infamous  corporate  wrongdoers. 

"I  had  an  opportunity  to  be  very  heavily  involved  in 
the  loan  recovery  process  in  many  of  these  cases,"  said 
Lessne.  "They  were  fascinating  to  work  on.  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  work  with  some  incredible  lawyers  who 
were  at  the  top  workout  and  bankruptcy  law  firms  in 
the  country.  The  educational  experience  was  a  once 
in  a  lifetime  opportunity." 

Lessne  utilizes  these  experiences  in  his  current  post 
at  CapitalSource,  an  international  commercial  lending 
organization  based  out  of  Chevy  Chase,  MD. 

CapitalSource  is  not  a  bank  in  a  traditional  sense. 
It  doesn't  take  consumer  deposits  or  have  branches. 
"We  fill  a  niche,"  explained  Lessne.  "We  lend  to  a  lot 
of  companies  that  could  not  easily  walk  into  a  Bank  of 
America  or  a  Wachovia  or  even  a  larger  regional  institu- 
tion and  get  a  loan. 

"We  can  be  very  creative  where  in  many  instances 
traditional  banks  cannot  be.  We  are  willing  to  underwrite 
a  higher  level  of  risk  for  a  higher  reward;  that  is  the 
model  that  this  company  is  built  upon.  But  we  also  think 
that  we  are  better  than  most  at  analyzing  risk." 

Lessne,  who  decided  to  become  a  lawyer  as  an  under- 
graduate, knew  early  on  in  law  school  that  business  law 
was  an  area  he  was  going  to  pursue. 

"I  was  always  interested  in  the  business  side," 
explained  Lessne.  "The  class  that  really  cemented  my 
interest  in  business  law  was  the  contracts  course  and  the 
antitrust  tutorial  I  had  with  Professor  Norm  Prance.  He 
was  just  a  natural  teacher.  He  could  make  the  most 
complex  subject  seem  not  only  simple,  but  fun." 

With  a  dedicated  faculty  and  cogent  courses  with 
a  focus  on  real  world  applications,  it's  no  wonder  the 
alumni  are  making  a  name  for  themselves  and  Western 
New  Fngland  College  School  of  Law  in  banking  and 
finance. 
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Clinical  Experience: 
Translating  Theory  into  Practice 


My  challenge  Is  to  build  my  students' 
confidence  level  to  the  point  where  they 
can  walk  into  a  courtroom  and  represent 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
do  this  with  confidence  and  competence. 

Professor  Tina  Wescott  Cataro 


E 


ach  fall  and  spring,  School  of  Law 
students  are  taking  exhilarating  first 
steps  to  realizing  their  dreams.  Law 
clinics  provide  upper-class  students 
the  opportunity  to  step  into  the  court- 
room, under  the  close  supervision  of 
a  faculty  member,  and  translate  class- 
room learning  into  real  life  practice. 
Thanks  to  the  creation  of  the  first 
full-time  clinical  professorships  in  the 
School  of  Law's  history,  students  are 
receiving  an  enhanced  training  in 
"real  life  lawyering"  while  gleaning 
valuable  information  from  educators 
focused  solely  on  clinical  education. 


"Learning  to  'think  like  a  lawyer'  is  the  foundation  of  legal 
education,  but  law  clinics  give  students  the  opportunity  to 
explore  the  'nuts  and  bolts'  of  practicing  law  and  reflect  on 
those  experiences,"  says  Lauren  Carasik,  a  full-time  clinical 
professor  who  runs  the  Legal  Services  Clinic,  one  of  five 
law  clinics  offered  by  the  School  of  Law.  Her  colleague  and 
good  friend  Tina  Wescott  Cafaro  is  the  other  full-time  clin- 
ical professor  and  oversees  the  Criminal  Law  Clinic. 

Law  Clinics  offer  students  a  tantalizing  combination  of  real 
courtroom  experience — including  advising  and  represent- 
ing clients  in  the  courtroom — with  classroom  simulations. 
Students  fine-tune  their  lawyering  skills  and  are  critiqued 
on  their  performance  in  areas  such  as  delivering  an  open- 
ing or  closing  statement.  A  broad  range  of  other  essential 
skills,  including  interviewing,  counseling,  and  negotiation, 
are  taught  and  honed  as  well. 

In  the  past,  each  clinic  was  offered  just  one  semester  and 
was  often  run  by  a  professor  who  taught  other  classes  the 
other  semester.  When  Carasik  and  Cafaro  joined  the 
School  of  Law  as  adjunct  professors  in  the  late  1990s, 
many  law  schools,  including  our  own  School  of  Law,  were 
recognizing  the  value  of  creating  clinical  professorships 


One  reason  I  focus  on  public  interest 
lawyering  is  that  I  believe  it's  incumbent  on 
law  schools  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  responsi- 
bility in  their  students  to  ensure  that  lawyers 
are  available  to  all  people.  Part  of  the  fabric 
of  our  legal  system  assumes  equal  access  to 
the  courts  and  lawyers. 

Professor  Lauren  Carasik 


in  which  professors  would  focus  solely  on  clinical  educa- 
tion rather  than  having  their  attention  divided  with  other 
courses.  By  2001,  both  Carasik  and  Cafaro  were  named 
full-time  clinical  professors. 

"I  don't  have  to  split  my  attention  between  teaching  the 
clinic  and  teaching  a  traditional  law  course.  This  allows 
me  to  focus  100  percent  on  my  clinical  duties,"  says 
Cafaro.  "And  with  clinics  offered  in  both  the  spring  and 
fall,  students  who  wish  to  participate  in  a  law  clinic  have 
more  opportunity  to  do  so." 

Growing  up  with  several  family  members  involved  in  law 
enforcement,  including  a  police  officer  father,  Cafaro 
knew  from  an  early  age  she  wanted  to  be  a  lawyer.  Her 
connection  to  the  School  of  Law  actually  traces  well  back 
before  her  professorship — she  herself  is  a  graduate  of  the 
School  of  Law. 

"I  always  wanted  to  work  in  a  DA's  office  and  be  a  crimi- 
nal prosecutor,  and  I've  always  loved  teaching,  so  it's  been 
wonderful  to  be  able  to  do  the  two  things  I'm  passionate 


about,"  she  says,  admitting  that  it  was  an  "interesting" 
experience  to  return  to  the  School  of  Law  and  adjust  to  her 
former  professors  becoming  her  colleagues. 

One  of  the  new  faces  she  encountered  when  she  returned 
to  the  School  of  Law  was  Lauren  Carasik. 

"We'd  never  met  but  were  sent  to  attend  a  conference 
together  in  Montreal,"  Tina  recalls.  "After  spending  five  or 
six  hours  in  the  car,  we  really  hit  it  off.  We  come  from  very 
different  backgrounds,  but  I  think  we  complement  each 
other,  each  having  knowledge  of  different  areas  of  the  law." 

Lauren  Carasik's  first  job  after  graduating  from  college  was 
working  in  a  homeless  shelter  and  soup  kitchen.  Working 
as  a  housing  advocate,  she  helped  shelter  residents  with 
subsidized  housing  vouchers  and  fight  discrimination  as 
they  worked  to  find  places  to  live.  The  experience  solidi- 
fied her  interest  in  law  school  and  specifically  public  inter- 
est law.  After  graduating,  she  went  on  to  open  a  solo 
practice  and  also  worked  in  the  elder  unit  of  a  Legal  Ser- 
vices office  and  for  an  organization  focusing  on  mental 
health  and  disability  rights.  She  has  run  a  Disability  Clinic 
and  Anti-Discrimination  Chnic  at  the  School  of  Law. 

Today  she  runs  the  Legal  Services  Clinic  in  conjunction 
with  Western  Massachusetts  Legal  Services,  the  principal 
provider  of  civil  legal  services  to  the  poor  in  western  Mass- 
achusetts. Students  practice  law  under  the  license  and 
supervision  of  attorneys  working  for  the  organization,  and 
may  work  on  cases  ranging  from  family  law  cases  involving 
domestic  violence  to  denial  of  unemployment  benefits  to 
defending  clients  who  are  being  evicted  unfairly. 
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"It's  very  exciting  and  rewarding  for  me  to  watch  these 
students  who  are,  after  several  years  of  classroom  educa- 
tion, getting  out  and  trying  their  hands  at  real  life  lawyer- 
ing," says  Carasik.  "One  of  the  hallmarks  of  clinical  legal 
education  is  for  students  to  take  on  primary  professional 
responsibility  for  their  cases. 

"One  reason  I  focus  on  public  interest  lawyering  is  that  I 
believe  it's  incumbent  on  law  schools  to  inculcate  a  sense 
of  responsibility  in  their  students  to  ensure  that  lawyers 
are  available  to  all  people.  Part  of  the  fabric  of  our  legal 
system  assumes  equal  access  to  the  courts  and  lawyers." 

If  there  is  one  frustration  to  an  otherwise  rewarding  clinical 
teaching  experience,  she  adds,  it's  that  "it  seems  like  what 
we're  doing  sometimes  is  just  applying  a  band-aid  solution 
to  poverty  rather  than  addressing  its  structural  roots." 

Despite  the  real  and  complex  issues  facing  low  income 
people,  many  of  her  students  approach  their  work  in  the 
clinic  with  fresh-faced  enthusiasm,  often  commenting  on 
not  just  their  excitement  with  putting  theory  into  practice, 
but  also  their  sense  of  fulfillment  at  being  able  to  make  a 
significant  impact  in  the  lives  of  their  clients. 

Students  in  Cafaro's  Criminal  Law  Clinic  are  discovering 
their  newfound  influence  as  well.  Criminal  law  students 
prosecute  cases  in  Springfield  District  Court  for  the  Hamp- 
den County  District  Attorney's  office,  where  Cafaro  was 
and  continues  to  serve  as  a  special  assistant  DA.  Under  her 
law  license,  students  are  authorized  to  practice  in  any  Dis- 
trict Court  case.  Typical  offenses  litigated  by  students 
include  larceny,  assault  and  battery,  possession  of  narcotics, 
and  driving  under  the  influence. 


"A  student's  particular  experience  will  obviously  depend  on 
the  'luck  of  the  draw,'"  says  Cafaro,  "but  each  student  can 
expect  to  gain  substantial  exposure  over  the  course  of  the 
semester  to  the  entire  process  of  litigating  a  criminal  case. 

"My  challenge,"  she  adds,  "is  to  build  my  students'  confi- 
dence level  to  the  point  where  they  can  walk  into  a  court- 
room and  represent  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
and  do  this  with  confidence  and  competence." 

While  they  may  at  times  approach  the  practice  of  law  from 
different  perspectives  and  are  guiding  their  students 
through  quite  different  real  life  law  experiences,  Carasik 
and  Cafaro  see  their  differences  as  enriching  their  profes- 
sional and  personal  relationship. 

"While  we  have  very  different  styles  and  don't  always  see  eye 
to  eye  on  issues,  we  have  an  incredibly  collegial  relationship," 
says  Carasik.  "I've  learned  a  lot  from  Tina.  I  have  tremendous 
respect  for  her  both  as  a  teacher  and  as  a  lawyer." 

Whatever  their  differences,  the  women  mirror  each  other  in 
their  passion  for  the  practice  of  law  and  joy  in  guiding  stu- 
dents through  what  may  be  their  first  tangible  taste  of  their 
future  careers. 

"An  important  part  of  the  student's  legal  education  comes 
from  hands-on  experience,"  says  Carasik.  "Our  law  clinics 
provide  experience  and  legal  training  that  helps  to  prepare 
them  for  the  nuances  and  complexities  of  practicing  law." 
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Forward 


The  Law  School  Begios  a  $5.5  Million 
Expansion  and  Rennvation 
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"As  someone  who  graduated  from  the  Law  School's  first  full-time  graduating  class,  I'm 
very  excited  about  the  expansion  plans.  For  those  of  us  who  were  around  when  the 
current  facility  opened,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  building  is  older  than  most  of  the 
students  that  it  now  serves.  As  a  person  who  earns  his  living  guiding  our  clients  to  quality 
long-term  investments,  I  view  financial  support  of  the  Law  School's  expansion  as  a  quality 
investment  in  our  community  as  well  as  the  regional  economy — an  investment  that  will 
pay  dividends  for  many  years  to  come.  "    Gary  Thomas  76,  President  of  The  Wealth  Technology  Group 


With  groundbreaking  slated  to  begin  this  spring,  fundrais- 
ing  efforts  take  on  greater  urgency.  The  project  cannot  be 
completed  until  the  entire  $5.5  million  is  raised. 


he  next  step  forward  for  the  School  of  Law  is  a 
10,000-square-foot,  $5.5  million  expansion  of,  and 
addition  to,  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center.  As 
Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio  has  told  alumni  throughout 
the  country  as  he  builds  support  for  the  Law  School 
renovation  and  expansion  project,  "With  more  programs  and 
people,  we  have  outgrown  our  building,  and  we  need  to  add 
new  space  and  to  reconfigure  and  refurbish  the  existing  space. 
The  School  of  Law  is  doing  exceptionally  well,  and  this  'new 
building'  is  an  important  part  of  our  forward  progress." 


The  renovation  will  help  us 
optimize  our  use  of  space.  This 
will  be  accomplished  by  creating 
classrooms  that  fit  the  new  small 
section  model,  seminar  rooms  to 
support  our  enriched  curriculum, 
and  more  open,  student-friendly 
library  space." 

Dean  Art  Gaudio 


This  $5.5  million  project  is  part  of  Transformations:  The  Campaign  for  Western  New  Eng- 
land College,  a  multiyear,  $20  million  effort  to  raise  funds  for  increasing  financial  aid 
endowment,  improving  academic  quality,  enriching  student  life,  and  growing  the  annual 
fund.  To  date,  more  than  $17  million  has  been  raised  or  pledged  to  the  Campaign.  In 
recognition  of  the  importance  of  the  School  of  Law  building  plans,  the  Kresge  Foundation 
of  Troy,  Ml,  has  awarded  an  $800,000  challenge  grant  for  the  Law  School  building,  if  the 
Campaign  reaches  $19.2  million  toward  the  $20  million  goal  before  December  31,  2007. 

The  challenge  is  on,  and  we  are  asking  our  alumni  to  recognize  the  importance  of  this 
fundraising  effort  to  the  School  at  this  moment  in  its  history— both  to  give  a  gift  and  then 
to  extend  that  gift  by  pledging  in  the  same  amount  or  more  for  four  additional  years.  "Give, 
and  then  Pledge"— that  is  the  mantra  that  will  help  the  School  of  Law  effort  succeed. 
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All  our  regional 
competitors  have  new 
or  recently  renovated 
buildings.  Providing 
both  substance  and 
greater  'curb  appeal,' 
the  addition  and  ren- 
ovation will  help  us 
to  compete  tor  the 
best  students." 

Michael  Johnson, 
Assistant  Dean  and 
Director  of  Admissions 


The  Need  for  the  Expansion  and  Renovation 

There  are  more  programs,  activities,  and  people  at 
the  School  today  than  were  envisioned  when  the 
building  was  designed  in  1976,  and  it  is  used  in 
different  ways  than  it  was  30  years  ago.  Instead  of 
two  large  day  (and  one  large  evening)  first-year  sec- 
tions of  80-100  students,  there  are  now  three  small 
day  (and  one  small  evening)  sections  of  50  stu- 
dents. Two  major  new  programs,  the  Law  and  Busi- 
ness Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship  and 
the  LL.M.  in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law,  are 
struggling  to  find  space  in  the  current  building.  The 
Law  and  Business  Center  is  currently  located  off- 
site,  and  the  LL.M.  program  is  temporarily  holding 
classes  in  rooms  not  well  suited  to  the  class  sizes 
and  subject  matter. 

Changes  in  courses  and  a  major  increase  in  fac- 
ulty size  have  also  put  pressure  on  the  current 
building.  Today's  students  have  many  more  oppor- 
tunities for  "practical"  lawyering  through  an 
improved  clinical  program  (with  five  clinics,  offer- 
ing both  litigation  and  transactional  settings), 
increased  externships,  more  and  varied  simulation 
courses  and  a  larger  number  of  moot  court  compe- 
titions. There  are  also  more  law-related  student 
clubs  and  activities  and  thus  a  need  for  additional 
student  activity  space.  While  the  original  building 
had  28  faculty  offices,  the  size  of  the  faculty  has 
now  grown  to  39,  a  number  that  provides  strong 
support  for  both  the  small-section  program  for 
first-year  students  and  a  larger  number  of  upper- 
level  electives. 

The  10,000  square  feet  of  additional  space,  and 
the  renovation  of  the  existing  space,  will  enable  the 
building  to  better  serve  the  School  of  Law  and  its 
programs.  It  will  allow  the  Law  and  Business  Cen- 
ter to  be  housed  in  new  offices  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  building.  It  will  provide  space  on  the  third  floor 
of  the  Library  for  several  new  multi-purpose  semi- 
nar rooms  for  use  for  upper-level  electives  and  the 
many  small-group  LL.M,  courses.  Some  of  these 
new  rooms  will  feature  library  collections  for  spe- 


cialized practice  areas,  including  tax  and  estate 
planning,  real  estate  law,  and  intellectual  property 
law.  The  renovation  will  also  house  new  faculty 
offices,  new  and  larger  student  activity  rooms 
(including  a  new  Law  Review  Room  within  the 
Library),  and  additional  informal  student  space.  The 
renovation  will  enable  technology  upgrades 
throughout  the  building,  most  notably  in  the  Moot 
Court  Room,  where  new  monitors  will  display  evi- 
dence during  courtroom  presentations  and  digital 
cameras  will  record  witnesses,  attorneys,  and  the 
judge  for  instant  viewing  and  later  critiquing. 

Beyond  freeing  up  space  for  new  programs, 
classrooms,  and  offices,  the  addition  will  promote 
the  more  efficient  use  of  administrative  space,  with 
new  admissions  and  student  services  offices,  and 
an  attractive  lobby  with  an  atrium  ceiling,  and 
moveable  seating  clusters  to  accommodate  lec- 
tures, presentations,  and  social  functions.  With  the 
relocation  of  the  administrative  functions,  the  cur- 
rent lobby  will  become  the  entryway  to  the  Library. 
This  will  allow  for  the  consolidation  of  Library 
administrative  and  support  operations  on  the  first 
floor  in  the  existing  administrative  space. 

Now  Is  The  Time 

While  annual  tuition  revenues  support  programs 
and  facilities,  such  a  major  construction  project 
requires  fundraising  from  our  constituents.  Dean 
Gaudio  has  asked  Associate  Dean  and  Professor  of 
Law  Sam  Stonefield  to  work  with  Law  School 
Development  Manager  JoAnne  O'Neil  to  move  this 
initiative  forward.  In  remarks  at  the  Springfield 
Alumni  Luncheon,  Stonefield  said,  "This  is  an 
important  moment  for  us,  marking  the  first  major 
building  effort  since  the  1970s.  We  need  you, 
our  alumni,  to  understand  that  this  is  a  significant 
capital  project.  That  means  that  we  need  more 
participation  than  ever  before.  At  an  earlier  time, 
people  contributed  so  that  you  could  have  a  law 
school  education;  now  it  is  your  turn  to  support 
the  next  generation."  At  that  same  event, 
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Western  New  England  College  President  Anthony 
S.  Caprio  said,  "Clearly  we  have  millions  of  dollars 
of  need  for  projects  that  merited  our  attention. 
However,  in  assessing  all  of  those  needs  we  recog- 
nized the  importance  of  our  ongoing  commitment  to 
the  School  of  Law,  and  a  commitment  to  keeping  the 
quality  of  the  facility  as  well  as  the  academic  pro- 
grams and  faculty  at  the  highest  levels.  That's  what 
you  deserve  as  degree  holders.  As  a  result,  we  have 
dedicated  a  major  part  of  this  Campaign  to  the 
School  of  Law." 

There  are  many  dimensions  to  the  fundraising 
plan  for  the  School  of  Law  project.  Art  Gaudio,  Sam 
Stonefield,  JoAnne  O'Neil,  and  faculty  members  are 
making  personal  visits  to  alums  throughout  the 
country.  There  are  also  mail  and  email  solicitations. 
They  are  approaching  alums  by  practice  area  (real 
estate,  IP,  and  tax  and  estate  planning  lawyers)  and 
by  law  school  activities  {Law  Review,  both  trial  and 
appellate  moot  court  teams,  and  the  SBA). 

In  his  communications  with  alumni.  Dean  Stone- 
field  emphasizes,  "The  pledges  are  particularly 
important  because  the  Kresge  Foundation  counts 
multiyear  pledges  as  funds  eligible  to  meet  the 
requirement  of  their  challenge  grant." 

The  Law  School  fundraising  effort  has  received  a 
strong  reception.  Alums,  as  well  as  corporations  and 
foundations,  have  recognized  the  strong  case  for 
expanding  and  upgrading  the  law  building.  Most 
alums  understand  that  they  have  never  been  asked 
for  a  major  contribution  and  feel  an  obligation  to 
help  the  School  that  provided  the  start  of  their  pro- 


fessional lives.  They  realize  that  improving  the 
School  of  Law  and  its  programs  increases  the  value 
of  their  law  degrees.  They  also  recognize  that  many 
more  of  their  fellow  alumni  are  going  to  be  giving 
and  pledging,  and  watching  who  is  giving  and 
pledging,  and  they  want  to  be  recognized  on  the 
donor  lists. 

Building  for  The  Future 

The  School  of  Law  has  come  a  long  way— from  an 
unaccredited  law  school  at  a  downtown  Springfield 
YMCA  to  a  provisionally  accredited  law  school  at  the 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  convent  to  the  current  fully 
accredited  institution,  offering  both  a  J.D.,  LL.M. 
program,  centers,  institutes,  and  speaker  series.  The 
School  of  Law  will  continue  to  move  forward,  and 
this  expansion  and  renovation  is  the  next  step  in  its 
forward  progress. 

Your  support  is  necessary  for  the  School  of  Law 
to  take  this  next  step.  As  Dean  Gaudio  has  said, 
"What  is  going  to  get  us  over  the  top  in  this  effort  is 
not  just  gifts  from  corporations  or  law  firms.  What 
will  make  the  difference  is  you." 


We  have  always 
thought  of  the  Law 
Library  as  students' 
home-away-from- 
home.  Our  new  space 
will  have  an  abun- 
dance of  comfortable 
seating  and  welcom- 
ing spaces.  We  want 
students  to  use  the 
library  for  their 
research  needs, 
study  time,  and  to 
relax,  have  a  bever- 
age or  snack,  and 
check  their  email." 

Barbara  West, 
Associate  Dean  for 
Library  and  Information 
Resources  and  Assistant 
Professor  of  Law 


Gary  Thomas  76,  Assistant  Dean  Michael  Johnson,  and  Associate  Dean  Barbara  West 
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(L  to  R)  Juniors  Beth  Shivley,  Ashlegh  Bergeron,  and  Bridget  Jones 

Students'  Work  Featured 
on  National  Television 

An  advertising  concept  conceived  by  three  Western  New  England  College  stu- 
dents has  claimed  the  crown  of  "Best  Football-Themed  Ad"  in  a  national  contest 
sponsored  by  Chevrolet  and  seen  on  CBS's  The  Early  Show. 

The  students'  ad  was  featured  on  the  morning  news  program  in  )anuary 
2007  as  part  of  the  Chevrolet  Super  Bowl  College  Ad  Challenge.  Marketing 
students  Ashleigh  Bergeron,  Bridget  Jones,  and  Beth  Schivley  created  a  concept 
featuring  cars  and  trucks  playing  football. 

In  an  interdisciplinary  effort  to  turn  their  idea  into  a  finished  product,  the 
student  marketing  team  enlisted  the  expertise  of  Communication  students 
Maryann  Solomos,  Matthew  Davis,  and  Ryan  Kravontka,  and  Communication 
instructor  Brenda  Carton.  With  the  help  of  Balise  Chevrolet  of  Springfield, 
which  loaned  four  vehicles  for  the  production,  and  members  of  the  College's 
athletics  program  who  had  starring  roles,  the  concept  became  a  reality. 

Out  of  more  than  800  entries  nationwide.  Chevy  and  CBS  selected  12  com- 
mercials to  be  featured  on  The  Early  Show.  The  Western  New  England  College 
student-produced  commercial  squared  off  with  entries  from  Texas  Tech  and 
Texas  State  University  for  the  title  of  "Best  Football-Themed  Ad"  on  January 
24,  2007.  Throughout  the  week,  people  voted  online  for  their  favorite  ad. 
The  Western  New  England  College  entry  was  declared  the  winner  on  the  air 
on  January  31. 


College  Named  Employer 
of  the  Year — Again 

For  the  second  straight  year,  Western  New  England  College  has  been 
honored  as  "Employer  of  the  Year"  by  the  Employers  Association  of  the 
Northeast.  The  College  was  recognized  in  the  nonprofit/over  100  employ- 
ees category.  The  awards  are  based  on  several  criteria,  including  effective 
communication,  fostering  employee  input  and  feedback,  encouraging 
professional  development,  fostering  work/life  balance,  and  promoting 
a  positive,  professional  culture  while  valuing  diversity  and  individuality. 


Polling  Institute  Makes  Its  Debut 

The  fall  election  season  heralded  the  public  debut  of  the  Western  New 
England  College  Polling  Institute.  The  Institute  released  a  poll  on  the 
Massachusetts  Governor's  Race  one  week  before  the  General  Election, 
accurately  predicting  Deval  Patrick's  win  among  voters  in  the  four  coun- 
ties that  comprise  western  Massachusetts.  The  College  established  the 
Polling  Institute  in  2005  to  serve  as  an  index  of  public  opinion  research 
on  issues  of  importance  to  western  Massachusetts  communities — an 
area  previously  identified  as  underrepresented  by  existing  polling 
centers.  The  Institute  provides  the  College's  faculty  and  students  with 
valuable  opportunities  to  participate  in  public-opinion  research. 
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Welcome  Center  Rededicated, 
Renamed  to  Honor  Alumnus 

In  September,  the  College  rededicated  and  renamed  the  Welcome  Center  in  honor 
of  alumnus  Kevin  S.  Delbridge  77.  "When  I  stepped  onto  this  campus  in  1971, 
never  in  my  wildest  dreams  did  I  think  that  my  name  would  be  affixed  to  a  mag- 
nificent building  like  the  Welcome  Center,"  said  Delbridge,  "In  fact  it  was  probably  j 
about  on  this  spot  I  would  park  my  Volkswagen  Beetle  every  day  to  go  to  class." 
A  Springfield  native,  Delbridge  credited  his  Western  New  England  College  educa- 
tion with  helping  him  embark  on  a  successful  career  in  business.  He  is  currently  a  | 
Senior  Managing  Director  of  Boston-based  HarbourVest  Partners,  LLC,  serves  on 
the  College's  Board  of  Trustees  and  cochairs  Transformations:  The  Campaign  for 
Western  New  England  College. 
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College  Hosts  Sixth 
Annual  International 
Business  Week 


Campus  Update 


_ (At  left)  Scliool  ot  Business 
iyrMl   Dean  Julie  Siciliano 

Sponsored  by  the  School  of  Business,  the  annual  program  brought 
together  business  leaders  from  around  the  globe  to  discuss  this  year's 
theme,  "Business  and  Politics  in  a  Global  Economy."  Highlights  of  the 
week  included  the  business  breakfast  held  in  conjunction  with  the  World 
Affairs  Council  of  Western  Massachusetts  and  the  Massachusetts  Alliance 
for  International  Business  and  a  lecture  by  Suzanne  Ryan,  former  assistant 
to  the  United  States  Ambassador  to  Saudi  Arabia,  spoke  to  students  on 
her  experiences  living  and  working  in  the  Middle  East. 


College  Launches  Institute  for 
Media  and  Non-profit  Communication 

Western  New  England  College  has  unveiled  a  new 
initiative  to  assist  local  non-profit  agencies — the 
Institute  for  Media  and  Non-profit  Communication. 
Dr.  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  College  president,  recently 
announced  the  creation  of  the  Institute  and  the 
appointment  of  Brenda  Garton  as  Director. 

The  Institute  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  work  of  the 
College's  Department  of  Communication.  Since  2003,  students  have  been 
producing  promotional  videos  for  non-profit  organizations  through  a  spe- 
cialized course.  While  this  service  is  critical  for  the  agencies,  the  curriculum 
provides  students  with  professional  experience  writing,  producing,  shooting, 
and  editing  a  promotional  video.  To  date.  Western  New  England  College 
students  have  produced  videos  for  16  groups.  The  creation  of  the  Institute 
will  allow  the  College  to  expand  this  service,  assisting  more  non-profits. 


MassMutual  Makes  Major 
Gift  to  College 

The  MassMutual  Financial  Group  has  made  a  $300,000  gift  to  the  Western  New 
England  College  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship,  a 
gift  that  will  have  an  impact  on  both  the  educational  experience  at  the  College 
and  the  local  economy.  A  joint  venture  of  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  and  School  of  Business,  the  Center  coordinates  teams  of  faculty 
members,  graduate  students,  and  undergraduates  to  provide  legal  and  business 
expertise  to  as  many  as  30  budding  entrepreneurs  each  year.  Soon  to  be  based  at 
the  School  of  Law,  the  Center  enhances  curricular  offerings  for  both  law  and 
business  students.  The  gift  also  furthers  the  goals  of  the  College's  current  $20 
million  comprehensive  fundraising  effort,  ''Transformations:  The  Campaign  for 
Western  New  England  Colleger 

"MassMutual  is  happy  to  support  the  Western  New  England  College  Law  and 
Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship,"  states  Ron  Copes,  Corporate 
Vice  President  of  Community  Relations  at  MassMutual,  pictured  above  with 
College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio.  "It  is  a  wonderful  marriage  of  two  strong 
programs  that  the  College  is  known  for,  which  together  provide  an  innovative 
resource  for  our  local  economy,  and  that  benefits  the  whole  community." 


Seniors  Saluted 
for  Excellence 

The  Western  New  England  College  Alumni  Association  presented 
15  seniors  with  Skookum  Awards  during  Homecoming  Weekend. 
The  Skookum  is  awarded  to  students  who  have  demonstrated  a  com- 
mitment to  excellence  in  all  their  endeavors:  academics,  cocurricular 
activities,  sports,  and  community  service.  "Skookum"  is  the  Native 
American  Chinook  Indian  word  meaning  "excellence." 


Award  winners  include:  (front  row,  left  to  right)  Jeftrey  Tate,  Jennifer  Zapatica,  Jessica 
Vogel,  Stormy  Zink,  Kelly  Russo,  Matthew  Mascltelli,  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  Brian  D'Amico. 
(Middle  row,  left  to  right)  Julie  Surridge,  Marisa  Sullivan,  Jennifer  ZeRuth,  Laura  Perkins, 
College  president  Dr.  Anthony  S.  Caprio.  (Back  row,  left  to  right)  John  Barton  Haskell,  John 
Goepfrich,  and  Scoft  Ignachuck. 
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Western  New 
England  College  ^^^^ 
President  Anthony 
S.  Caprio  Sets  the 
Bar  High  with  the 
ABA  Accreditation 
Committee 

by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


Long  after  classes  have  ended  for  the  day,  lights  often  can  be  observed  burning  in  the  Deliso  Hall 
office  of  Western  New  England  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio.  His  evening  tasks  are  numerous  and  varied, 
and  many  evenings  in  the  course  of  the  year,  he  is  laboring  on  behalf  of  the  American  Bar  Association. 
The  brightly  lit  lights  reveal  crates  of  site  visit  reports  and  documentation  submitted  by  visiting  teams  called 
upon  by  the  ABA  to  volunteer  their  time  and  effort  to  visit  and  review  ABA-accredited  law  schools.  Dr.  Caprio 
understands  the  value  and  content  of  these  site  team  reports,  having  served  himself  as  a  site  visitor  to  law 
schools  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  Accreditation  Committee.  As  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Accreditation  Commit- 
tee, and  like  the  18  other  members  of  the  Committee,  he  must  be  knowledgeable  about  each  case  to  participate 
fully  in  the  discussion  for  each  quarterly  meeting. 
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ABA  Accreditation 


"The  entire 

process  has  all  to  do 

with  achieving  a  high  quality 
of  education,  which  is  what 
we're  about  as  professionals 
in  the  area  of  education.  I  think 
one  performs  this  kind  of  service 
to  the  profession  almost  as  we 
accept  jury  duty  as  citizens — 
we  have  a  civic  responsibility 
to  participate." 

Dr.  Anthony  S,  Caprio 


In  the  course  of  a  year,  he  will  be  asked  to 
monitor  and  report  on  more  than  a  dozen 
law  schools  undergoing  review,  and  with 
the  Committee  reach  consensus  on  the 
status  of  dozens  more.  He  has  monitored 
both  private  and  public  law  schools,  small 
and  large,  and  has  been  assigned  to  follow 
law  schools  through  the  rigorous  process 
of  moving  from  provisional  to  full 
approval.  In  each  instance  he  writes  the 
draft  decision  letter  that  specifies  the 
extent  to  which  the  law  school  has  met 
the  accreditation  standards  set  by  the 
ABA.  The  Committee  discusses  and 
reaches  consensus  on  each  of  the  draft 
decision  letters  prepared  by  Dr.  Caprio 
and  other  fellow  Accreditation  Committee 
members  assigned  to  monitor  individual 
law  schools. 

For  Dr.  Caprio,  the  hours  of  intensely 
reviewing  materials,  of  writing  draft  deci- 
sion letters,  and  attending  Committee 
meetings  held  throughout  the  U.S.  are  well 
worth  the  investment  of  his  time.  Assess- 
ing and  improving  the  quality  of  legal  edu- 
cation in  American  law  schools  is 
important  work.  As  a  man  who  has  dedi- 
cated his  career  to  raising  the  bar  in  higher 
education,  this  unique  opportunity  allows 
him  to  make  an  important  contribution  to 
assuring  quality  in  legal  education. 


He  asserts,  "The  entire  process  has  all 
to  do  with  achieving  a  high  quality  of 
education,  which  is  what  we're  about  as 
professionals  in  the  area  of  education.  I 
think  one  performs  this  kind  of  service  to 
the  profession  almost  as  we  accept  jury 
duty  as  citizens — we  have  a  civic  responsi- 
bility to  participate." 

In  2002,  Dr.  Caprio  was  appointed  to 
the  Accreditation  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  American  Bar  Association 
Section  on  Legal  Education  and  Admis- 
sion to  the  Bar.  Since  August  2006,  he  has 
served  as  Vice  Chairman  of  that  Commit- 
tee and,  since  2005,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Foreign  Study  Program  Sub-Committee. 
His  service  to  the  ABA  has  also  included 
numerous  evaluative  site  visits  to  law 
schools  and  programs  in  the  United  States 
and  abroad. 

With  the  power  to  monitor  compli- 
ance and  to  reaffirm  or  revoke  accredita- 
tion, the  Accreditation  Committee  is  the 
most  influential  gatekeeper  in  American 
legal  education  today.  While  the  ABA  is  a 
self-regulating  organization,  it  is  the  only 
official  accrediting  body  for  law  schools 
recognized  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education.  According  to  Dr.  Caprio,  "The 
mission  of  the  Accreditation  Committee  is 
to  enforce  the  ABA  standards  which  cover 


a  whole  range  of  issues  pertaining  to  qual- 
ity in  admissions,  curricula,  faculty,  staff, 
and  facilities.  By  the  time  you  have  fin- 
ished looking  at  all  of  the  standards  and 
the  extent  to  which  a  law  school  meets 
the  individual  standards,  you  have  a 
rather  complete  picture  of  the  health  of 
a  law  school. 

"Ultimately,  the  function  of  any  accred- 
iting body  is  to  ensure  quality,  and 
although  you'd  like  to  think  that  most 
schools  do  the  right  things  because  that's 
what  they  should  be  doing,  the  accredita- 
tion process  guides  them  and  helps  them 
strive  for  excellence." 

As  a  college  president.  Dr.  Caprio  is 
among  the  three  "public  members"  of  the 
19-member  Committee.  He  sees  the  inclu- 
sion of  such  members  alongside  law 
school  deans,  law  faculty,  attorneys,  and 
judges  as  bringing  a  healthy  diversity 
to  the  oversight  of  the  more  than  190 
ABA-approved  American  law  schools. 

Says  Dr.  Caprio,  "The  ABA  has  been 
very  embracing  about  the  inclusion  of 
public  members,  and  my  fellow  Commit- 
tee members  are  kind  enough  to  appreci- 
ate the  perspective  of  those  of  us  who  are 
not  trained  as  lawyers.  The  fact  that  I'm 
serving  as  Vice  Chair  of  the  Committee 
demonstrates  that  multiple  perspectives 
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are  valued  by  my  colleagues  who  have  benefited 
from  a  legal  education  but  who  recognize  that  oth- 
ers not  trained  in  law  can  understand  and  evaluate 
quality  and  excellence  in  legal  education." 
Dr.  Caprio  is  the  first  person  from  outside  the  legal 
profession  to  serve  in  a  leadership  role  with  the 
Accreditation  Committee. 

It  is  perhaps  the  big  picture  thinking  that  only  a 
college  president  often  provides  that  has  earned 
Dr.  Caprio  such  an  important  seat  at  the  Commit- 
tee table. 

"Dr.  Caprio  is  just  a  terrific  member  of  the 
Committee,"  says  Attorney  Gregory  Murphy,  Chair 
of  the  ABA  Accreditation  Committee  and  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Moulton,  Bellingham,  Longo  & 
Mather,  PC,  of  Billings,  MT,  "that's  why  1  strongly 
endorsed  his  appointment  as  Vice  Chair  this  year. 
It  is  unusual  for  a  public  member  to  be  serving  in 
the  leadership  of  the  Committee,  but  his  keen 
intelligence,  his  understanding  of  the  standards, 
and  how  they  should  be  applied  reasonably,  really 
is  superb.  His  wise  counsel  and  advice  are  very 
valuable  to  me." 

The  View  From  Abroad 

As  Chair  of  the  Foreign  Study  Program  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Accreditation  Committee, 
Dr.  Caprio  leads  the  process  of  reviewing  American 
law  schools"  programs  of  legal  education  conducted 
abroad,  usually  in  partnership  with  a  foreign 
university.  The  Sub-committee  approves  new 
programs,  evaluates  site  reports  of  first-year 
programs  and  of  continuing  programs.  In  summer 
2007,  almost  50  programs  will  be  visited,  with  site 
reports  submitted  to  the  Foreign  Study  Programs 
Sub-Committee  chaired  by  Dr.  Caprio.  In  recent 
years.  Dr.  Caprio  has  also  been  called  upon  to 
conduct  actual  site  visits  abroad  of  foreign 
programs  in  Munich,  Venice,  Oxford,  Strasbourg, 
Curasao,  and  Paris. 

As  with  his  appointment  as  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  Accreditation  Committee,  he  is  the  first  person 
from  outside  the  legal  profession  to  chair  the 
Foreign  Study  Programs  Committee.  This  assign- 
ment is  a  natural  one  for  President  Caprio. 
With  his  passion  for  languages  and  foreign 
cultures.  Dr.  Caprio  is  as  at  home  in  the  Saint 
Germain-des-Pres  district  of  Paris  as  he  is  in  the 
St.  Germain  Campus  Center  of  Western  New  Eng- 
land College.  He  has  written  numerous  books  in 
the  areas  of  language  and  literature,  including 
Reflets  de  la  Femme  (1973),  and  the  widely-used 
college  text  French  for  Communication  (1985),  now 
in  its  third  edition,  as  well  as  dozens  of  refereed 
journal  articles  and  reviews  on  language,  literature, 
and  language  acquisition. 

Prior  to  his  appointment  as  President  of  West- 
ern New  England  College  in  1996,  Dr.  Caprio  had 
served  for  seven  years  as  provost  and  professor  of 
language  and  literature  at  Oglethorpe  University  in 
Atlanta  where  his  efforts  to  internationalize  the 


University  resulted  in  numerous  exchange  agree- 
ments with  universities  in  Europe,  Japan,  and 
South  America.  As  a  professor  and  administrator  at 
American  University  in  Washington,  DC,  from 
1980-1989  he  helped  establish  study  abroad 
centers  in  Poland  and  in  Argentina  with  the  Ameri- 
can University  World  Capitals  Program,  and  held 
academic  program  oversight  of  American  Univer- 
sity in  Rome. 

While  most  students  may  never  practice  their 
profession  abroad,  Dr.  Caprio  feels  American  law 
students  benefit  greatly  from  study  in  a  foreign 
country. 

He  observes,  "What  impresses  me  the  most  is 
the  extent  to  which  this  experience  abroad 
is  transformational  for  students.  Many  of  these 
students  have  had  no  international  experience  as 
undergraduates,  so  they  are  experiencing  a  new 
culture  and  life  in  a  different  society  for  the  first, 
awakening,  eye-opening  lime.  Furthermore,  they 
cannot  be  critical  and  evaluative  of  our  own  legal 
system  if  they  have  never  seen  the  law  working  in 
a  different  society.  They  return  to  the  U.S.  with  a 
fresh  perspective  and  have  learned  the  value  of 
comparative  legal  studies." 

Bringing  Home  Lessons  Learned 

While  he  is  honored  to  be  called  upon  to  make  an 
impact  on  21st  century  American  legal  education, 
ultimately.  Dr.  Caprio  seeks  to  apply  lessons 
learned  from  his  ABA  experience  right  in  his  own 
backyard. 

He  says,  "1  always  hoped  1  would  be  able  to 
bring  home  many  things  that  would  help  our  law 
school.  By  the  time  we  were  ready  to  do  our  self- 
study  in  2006,  1  had  read  many  self-studies  of  other 
law  schools,  I  had  come  to  understand  the  ABA 
standards,  what  the  spirit  of  the  standards  are,  and 
what  a  law  school  must  do  to  prove  that  these  stan- 
dards are  being  met.  That  is  one  of  the  many  bene- 
fits of  being  on  this  Committee.  I  was  really  able  to 
focus  in  on  things,  and  1  saw  so  clearly  exactly 
what  we  needed  to  do  and  exactly  what  direction 
we  needed  to  go  in.  This,  with  the  added  benefit  of 
our  Dean,  Art  Gaudio,  having  spent  two  years  as 
Deputy  Consultant  with  the  ABA  Section  on  Legal 
Education,  made  for  a  powerful  and  beneficial 
circumstance." 

As  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  continues  to  evolve.  Dr.  Caprio  has  paid  keen 
attention  to  how  other  schools  have  handled 
growth  while  remaining  true  to  their  core  values. 

He  says,  i  wanted  to  be  sure  that  we  are  going 
in  the  right  direction  to  continue  to  be  a  prominent 
law  school.  I  also  learned  that  people  in  the  profes- 
sion, both  academicians  and  lawyers,  throughout 
the  country  have  great  respect  for  us,  and  I  was 
happy  to  learn  that.  I  wanted  to  make  sure  that  I 
knew  everything  I  possibly  could  to  help  make  our 
School  of  Law  even  better  than  it  is.  That  mission 
has  been  fully  accomplished." 
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by  Brendan  Payne 


Schools  of  Law  and  Engineering  Team  Up  to  Launcli 
New  Six-year  Biomedical  Engineering/Law  Degree 


The  School  of  Law  continued  to 
enhance  its  ties  to  undergraduate 
education  at  Western  New  England 
College  by  announcing  the  creation 
of  the  new  Six-year  Biomedical 
Engineering/Law  program. 

The  3+3  program  allows  a  stu- 
dent to  earn  an  undergraduate  and 
J.D.  in  six  years  instead  of  seven. 
The  program  is  open  to  all  stu- 
dents in  the  Biomedical  Engineer- 
ing program. 

The  21st  century  has  been 
lauded  as  the  "Biology  Century," 
and  with  the  promise  of  scientific 
breakthroughs  comes  the  responsi- 
bility to  establish  legal  guidelines. 

"The  demand  for  intellectual 
property  attorneys  with  a  biomed- 
ical engineering  foundation  is 
increasing,"  explained  Dr.  Steven 
Schreiner,  Associate  Professor  and 
Chairman  of  the  Biomedical  Engi- 


neering Department  at  Western 
New  England  College.  "Inventors 
and  corporations  need  experts  to 
manage  the  complexities  of  today's 
intellectual  property  landscape. 
That's  why  we  created  this  acceler- 
ated degree  option. 

"Intellectual  property  issues  are 
increasing  in  complexity  and  many 
fields  that  have  traditionally  been 
separate  are  finding  significant  over- 
lap," continued  Schreiner.  "As 
recently  as  2002,  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  recognized 
this  and  created  the  Office  of  Com- 
bined Products  specifically  to  deal 
with  devices  that  combine  drugs, 
devices,  and/or  biological  products." 

As  the  only  program  in  the 
nation  to  combine  these  degrees  in 
this  way  in  an  accelerated  format, 
Western  New  England  College  pro- 
vides students  with  a  unique  oppor- 


tunity to  combine  a  scientific  back- 
ground with  a  legal  education. 

The  Biomedical  Engineering 
Program  at  the  School  of  Engineer- 
ing enjoys  full  accreditation  by 
the  Engineering  Accreditation 
Commission  of  ABET,  Inc.  Of  the 
approximately  80  undergraduate 
BME  programs  in  the  U.S.,  only 
about  half  have  achieved  this 
accreditation. 

Students  enrolled  in  this  pro- 
gram finish  both  their  undergradu- 
ate degree  and  J.D.  in  six  years, 
saving  tuition  and  a  full  year  of  aca- 
demics. Graduates  will  be  fully 
qualified  to  practice  law  or  work  in 
any  field  of  biomedical  engineering. 


FACULTY  &  STAFF  NOTES 


Bridgette  Baldwin,  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Law,  has 
published  an  article  entitled 
"In  the  Shadow  of  the  Gun: 
The  Black  Panther  Party, 
The  Ninth  Amendment  and 
Discourses  of  Self-Defense, " 
in  Jama  Lazerow  and 
Yohura  Williams  (Editors) 
In  Search  of  the  Black  Panther  Party:  New 
Perspectives  on  a  Revolutionary  Movement, 
Duke  University  Press  2006. 

Tina  Wescott  Cafaro,  Asso- 
ciate Clinical  Professor  of 
I-aw.  participated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  for  the 
National  Institute  for  Trial 
Advocacy  (NITA)  at  the 
New  England  Regional 
Trial  Skills  program  held  in 
Boston  last  December.  She 
was  also  a  presenter  at  the  Institute  for  Leg- 
islative and  Governmental  Affairs  11th 
Annual  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Review  held  last 
fall  at  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  where  she  analyzed  and  discussed  the 
impact  of  recent  criminal  law  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  Professor  Cafaro  also  spoke 
at  the  Western  New  England  College  Family 
Law  Association  Domestic  Violence  Work- 
shop about  Evidentiary  Issues  and  Challenges 
in  Prosecuting  Domestic  Violence  Cases. 


Lauren  Carasik  has  been 
promoted  to  Clinical  Pro- 
fessor of  Law. 


□ William  G.  Childs,  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Law,  was 
cited  in  The  New  York 
Times  article  "Documents 
Borne  by  Winds  of  Free 
Speech  "  in  which  his  Torts 
Prof  blog  suggested  the 
headline  read  "Judge  Tries 
to  Unring  Bell  Hanging 
Around  Neck  of  Horse  Already  Out  of  Barn 
Carried  on  Ship  That  Has  Sailed." 


Beth  Cohen,  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Law  and  Director 
of  Legal  Research  and  Writ- 
ing, was  recently  appointed 
and  sworn  in  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  the  Town  Gov- 
ernment Study  Committee 
for  the  Town  of  Belcher- 
town,  MA.  The  Committee 


was  established  to  review  the  current  open 
town  meeting  form  of  government  in 
Belchertown  and  to  make  recommendations 
on  how  to  improve  citizen  participation  and 
to  explore  other  forms  of  local  government. 

Jocelyn  M.  Cuffee,  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Legal 
Research  and  Writing,  was 
a  volunteer  brief  Judge  for 
the  Capital  University  Law 
School  and  the  National 
Center  for  Adoption  Law 
&  Policy's  Second  Annual 
National  Moot  Court  Com- 
petition on  Child  Welfare  and  Adoption  Law. 
She  reviewed  and  judged  student  briefs  for  a 
moot  competition  that  was  held  in  Columbus, 
OH.  The  2007  competition  issue  on  appeal 
involved  the  rights  of  unmarried  birth  fathers 
in  the  adoption  process.  Twenty-four  teams 
from  law  schools  across  the  United  States 
competed  this  year. 


Harris  Freeman,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Legal  Re- 
search and  Writing,  pub- 
lished an  article  in  the 
March  issue  of  Working 
USA  -  A  ]ou.rnal  of  Labor 
and  Society  (Blackwell  Pub- 
lishing) entitled  "Supervi- 
sors of  the  World  Unite- 
the  NLRB  tells  nurses  and  professionals  which 
side  they  are  on."  The  commentan,'  addresses 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board's  highly 
controversial  2006  ruling,  Oakwood  Health- 
care, which  held  that  registered  nurses  and 
licensed  nurse  practitioners  are  supervisors 
and  deprived  them  of  the  right  to  unionize 
based  on  their  coordinating  or  directing  the 
routine  tasks  of  other  healthcare  professionals. 
Harris  is  also  a  member  of  the  editorial  board 
of  this  journal.  He  has  also  lectured  at  the 
Har\'ard  Law  School's  Labor  and  Worklife  Pro- 
gram on  the  Regulation  of  Workplace  Speech. 

Arthur  Gaudio,  Dean  and 
^  Professor  of  Law,  was 
^  «  appointed  to  the  Question- 
I  naire  Committee  of  the 
•  ■  Section  on  Legal  Educa- 
■  tion  and  Admissions  to  the 
^1  Bar  of  the  American  Bar 
Association.  Dean  Gaudio 
served  as  Chair  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  Site  Evaluation 
Team  that  visited  Widener  University  School 
of  Law.  Dean  Gaudio  also  authored  the 
"2006-07  Pocket  Part"  to  Real  Esiaic  Brokerage 
Law  published  by  ThompsonWest  (1986). 


Eric  Gouvin,  Associate 
Dean  for  Academic  Affairs 
and  Professor  of  Law;  and 
Director  of  the  Transac- 
tional Law  Initiative,  was 
reappointed  Vice  Chair  of 
the  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness Law  Education  and 
Chair  of  the  Publications 
Subcommittee  at  the  spring  meeting  of  the 
American  Bar  Association,  Business  Law  Sec- 
tion. Dean  Gouvin  was  reelected  to  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  of  the  Section  on  Agency, 
Partnerships,  LLCs,  and  Unincorporated 
Associations  and  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Section  on  Financial  Institutions  and 
Consumer  Financial  Services  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Association  of  American  Law 
Schools  in  Washington,  DC.  At  that  meeting. 
Dean  Gouvin  also  was  a  discussant  of  the 
paper  presented  at  the  program  hosted  by  the 
Section  on  Agency,  Partnerships,  LLCs,  and 
Unincorporated  Associations.  The  paper  pre- 
sented by  Professor  Brett  Freudenberg,  from 
Griffin  University  in  Australia,  was  entitled 
"What  have  been  driving  hybrid  business 
forms  and  will  Australia  follow?"  Dean  Gou- 
vin offered  a  critique  of  the  paper  and  pro- 
vided details  of  the  U.S.  experience  with 
LLCs.  At  the  spring  meeting  of  the  Section  of 
Business  Law  of  the  American  Bar  Associa- 
tion in  Washington,  DC,  Dean  Gouvin  pre- 
sented a  talk  entitled,  "So  You  Want  to  Be  an 
.Adjunct  Law  Professor..."  Last  fall.  Dean 
Gouvin  gave  a  presentation  at  the  First 
Annual  "How-To"  Conference  sponsored  by 
the  Western  New  England  College  Law  and 
Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneur- 
ship  entitled  "How  to  Determine  Legal 
Entity."  He  copresented  that  talk  with 
Michael  Sweet,  Esq.,  of  Doherty,  Wallace, 
Pillsbury,  &  Murphy,  PC,  in  Springfield. 
Dean  Gouvin  and  Attorney  Sweet  had  earlier 
copresented  a  workshop  at  the  Scibelli  Enter- 
prise Center  entitled  "Choosing  an  Appropri- 
ate Business  Entity."  That  workshop  was  also 
sponsored  by  the  Law  and  Business  Center 
for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship.  Dean  Gou- 
vin has  also  been  nominated  for  a  second 
three-year  term  on  the  Advisory  Board  at  the 
Scibelli  Enterprise  Center  at  Springfield 
Technical  Community  College. 

Arthur  Leavens,  Professor 
of  Law,  has  written  "An 
Extraordinary  Lawyer," 
published  as  part  of  a  trib- 
ute to  Professor  Charles 
Ogletree  in  Vol.  22  of  the 
Harvard  BlackLetter  Law 
Journal  (Spring  2006). 
Professor  Leavens  spoke  to 
the  Massachusetts  Attorney  General's  AG 
Institute  2006  concerning  recent  criminal 
and  criminal  procedure  cases  decided  by  the 
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U.S.  Supreme  Court.  Professor  Leavens  also  par- 
licipatcd  as  a  faculty  member  in  the  Harvard 
Law  School  Trial  Advocacy  Workshop  where  he 
instructed  and  evaluated  the  presentation  of 
expert  testimony  and  closing  arguments. 

William  Metzger,  Professor  of 
Law,  made  a  presentation 
before  the  45th  Annual  Ta.x 
Institute  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College.  This  presenta- 
.     IBeI^V    lion  was  entitled  "The  Pension 
f     Vj"^^     I'rotection  Act  of  2006,  New 
^^^^^Mb^    l^ules  of  Charitable  Deduc- 
tion." Professor  Metzger  is 
also  serving  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  West- 
ern New  England  College  Tax  Institute. 

Jennifer  Martin,  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Law,  authored  "An 
Emerging  Worldwide  Standard 
for  Protections  of  Consumers  in 
the  Sale  of  Goods:  Did  We  Miss 
an  Opportunity  with  Revised 
UCC  Article  2?"  appearing  in 
Vol.  41  of  the  Texas  Interna- 
tional Law  Journal,  223. 

Rene  Reich-Graefe,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Law,  presented  a 
paper  entitled  "Wal-Mart  &  the 
Dichotomous  Dimensions  of 
Corporate  Legal  Theory: 
Reflections  on  Contractarians, 
Communitarians,  Incomplete 
Contracting  and  Information 
Asymmetries"  at  "Wal-Mart 
Matters,"  a  joint  symposium  organized  by 
the  Connecticut  Law  Review  and  the  Connecticut 
Journal  of  International  Law  at  the  University 
of  Connecticut  School  of  Law.  Professor  Reich- 
Graefe's  symposium  panel  was  entitled  "Wal- 
Mart:  The  New  Super-Power."  Last  fall.  Professor 
Reich-Graefe  also  gave  a  presentation  on 
"Wal-Mart,  Corporate  Social  Responsibility  &r 
Dichotomous  Dimensions  of  Corporate  Legal 
Theory"  at  an  upper-curriculum  course  dedicated 
to  the  myriad  of  legal  implications  created  by 
Wal-Mart  as  a  business  enterprise  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Connecticut  School  of  Law. 

^■^^^k  Katharine  Van  Tassel,  Profes- 

^^H^Hj^        sor  of  Law,  has  published  a 

^B;  1a      book  review,  "Legal  and  Ethi- 

H    cal  Aspects  of  Healthcare,"  in 
^^^^  The  Law  and  Courts  Section, 

^"^^^^V^   The  American  Political  Sci- 
S^^^L      ence  Foundation,  May  2006. 
^^^B     She  has  also  authored  "Hospi- 
tal Peer  Review  Standards  and 
Due  Process:  Moving  from  Tort  Theories  to  Con- 
tract Principles  Based  on  Clinical  Practice 
Guidelines,"  appearing  in  the  36  Seton  Hall  Law 
Review  1179,  (2006). 


Philip  Bouchard 

1/16/2007 

The  Republican 

Profile 

Taylor  Flynn 

1/2/2007 

The  Sun  Chronicle 

Same-sex  Marriage  Debate 

Arthur  Gaudio 

12/9/2006 
1/16/2007 

The  Republican 
Boston  Globe 

Lawyer  Swearing  In 
Law  Firm  Boycott 

Jennifer  Levi 

10/18/2006 

WGGB-TV  40 

Same-sex  Pension  Benefits 

Bruce  Miller 

10/18/2006 

WGGB-TV  40 

Same-sex  Pension  Benefits 

Sam  Stonefield 

1/23/2007 

Connecticut  Law  Tribune 

Public  Interest  Law 

Katharine  Van  Tassel 

2/7/2007 

The  Republican 

Health  Law 

Paula  Zimmer 

1/23/2007 

Connecticut  Law  Tribune 

Public  Interest  Law 
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students  Teams  Compete 


Negotiation  Team 

(Standing  L  to  R)  Alham  Chelehmaizadeh 
and  Scott  Szczebak,  (seated  L  to  R) 
Christian  Poyant  and  Natalie  Jones 


Carrying  on  the  legacy  of  top-ranked  Western  New  England 
College  teams  before  them,  three  student  teams  recently 
represented  the  School  of  Law  in  national  competitions. 


In  February,  the  2007  Negotiation  Team  headed  to  the  Nation- 
als in  Miami,  and  returned  ranked  fourth  in  the  nation. 

This  year,  two  Western  New  England  College  teams  placed  in 
the  regionals,  the  team  of  Alham  Chelehmaizadeh  and  Scott 
Szczebak  placed  fourth  while  the  team  of  Natalie  Jones  and 
Christian  Poyant  placed  second.  Jones  and  Poyant  advanced  to 
the  nationals  and  earned  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  the  fourth  place  ranking. 

The  teams  were  advised  by  Associate  Dean  of  Students  Nancy 
Sykes,  who  coached  the  School's  2001  National  Champions,  and 
has  guided  six  teams  to  the  finals. 

Says  Dean  Sykes,  "Our  teams  are  consistently  successful  because 
they  understand  the  importance  of  strategy  to  the  planning  of  a 
negotiation  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  know  how  to  be  flexible 
at  the  table.  Even  though  our  negotiations  are  'make  believe,'  in 
the  back  of  our  minds  at  all  times  is  what  is  best  for  our  client. 
The  client  is  real  for  us. " 


The  national  competition  is  sponsored  by  the  Law  Student  Divi- 
sion of  the  ABA.  This  year,  220  teams  competed  in  the  regionals 
with  24  teams  selected  for  the  nationals  in  Miami.  The  contest  is 
designed  to  help  students  recognize  the  importance  of  negotia- 
tion in  resolving  disputes  and  structuring  transactions.  Teams 
participate  in  simulations  consisting  of  a  common  set  of  fact  pat- 
terns. This  year's  topic  was  environmental  law  and  wind  power. 
Confidential  information  is  then  shared  with  participants  repre- 
senting each  side.  While  the  general  topic  remains  the  same,  the 
negotiation  situation  is  varied  during  each  round  of  competition, 
which  is  judged  by  three  to  four  law^'ers  who  specialize  in  alter- 
native dispute  resolution.  The  final  rounds  at  the  nationals  are 
judged  by  eight  to  ten  lawyers  from  all  areas  of  the  countr)'. 

The  Western  New  England  College  Moot  Court  Team 
advanced  to  the  New  York  City  Bar's  National  Moot  Court 
Competition  finals  held  January  29-February  1,  2007  at  the 
Association  headquarters.  While  the  team  didn't  place  in 
the  competition,  it  was  the  first  time  in  School  history  that  the 
team  has  made  it  to  the  nationals. 
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I  Nationals 


Student  Teams 


by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


Moot  Court  Team 

(L  to  R)  Alyson  Krauss,  Corey  Bakken,  and  Michael  Einig 


Tax  Team  (L  to  R)  Vikram  Purewal  and  Matthew  Kelley 


Faculty  Coach  Professor  Leora  Harpaz  gave  the  third-year  students 
high  marks  for  their  teamwork  and  performance.  The  members 
of  the  2007  team  are  very  hard  working  and  intelligent.  They 
worked  quite  well  together  and  pulled  for  each  other  throughout 
the  regionals  and  nationals.  They  were  truly  a  team  from  the 
beginning." 

The  team  of  Corey  George  Bakken,  Michael  R.  Einig,  and  Alyson 
Krauss  made  it  to  the  nationals  after  placing  second  in  the  region- 
als held  last  October  in  Dartmouth,  MA.  With  its  heavy  concentra- 
tion of  law  schools,  the  northeast  region  is  one  of  the  most 
competitive  sections  in  the  competition.  Western  New  England 
College  defeated  Vermont  in  the  regional  semifinal,  and  lost  to 
Boston  College  in  the  regional  final  by  less  than  a  point.  In  recog- 
nition of  their  advocacy  skills,  team  members  received  the  Justice 
Lewis  E  Powell  Award  from  the  American  College  of  Trial  Lawyers. 

Every  year,  over  150  law  schools  compete  in  the  regional  rounds 
throughout  the  U.S.,  and  the  winners  advance  to  the  final  rounds 
held  at  the  New  York  City  Bar.  This  year's  nationals  included  a 
roster  of  28  schools. 

According  to  the  NYC  Bar,  the  National  Moot  Court  Competition 
is  an  inter-law  school  appellate  moot  court  competition  sponsored 
each  year  by  the  Committee  on  Young  Lawy'ers  of  the  Association 


of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the  American  College  of 
Trial  Law)'ers,  to  develop  the  art  of  appellate  advocacy. 

This  years  Tax  Team  members  Vikram  Purewal  and  Matthew 
Kelley  were  selected  as  National  Semi-Einalists  in  the  ABA 
Tax  Challenge. 

Purewal  and  Kelley  competed  against  over  70  teams  from  law 
schools  around  the  country  and  were  ultimately  selected  as  one  of 
six  semi-finalist  teams  based  on  the  submission  of  their  written 
work  product,  a  legal  memorandum  to  a  senior  partner,  and  an 
explanatory  letter  to  their  fictional  client. 

The  problem  itself  focused  on  tax-free  corporate  reorganizations 
and  executive  compensation  packages.  Representing  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  in  the  final  rounds  held  on  January 
19,  2007,  at  the  Westin  Diplomat  Resort  and  Spa  in  Hollywood, 
FL,  they  were  awarded  plaques  from  the  ABA  based  on  their  out- 
standing academic  accomplishments.  Professor  Fred  Royal  was  the 
teams  coach.  He  stated,  "We've  sent  a  team  to  the  finals  before,  but 
I  can  honestly  say  that  both  of  our  teams  worked  so  hard  that 
everyone  should  have  gone  to  the  finals  this  year." 

Congratulations  to  these  and  all  of  our  student  teams  who  so  ably 
represent  the  School  of  Law! 
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Alumni  News 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


Making  Connections 


regional  receptions 


Hartford  Alumni  Reception  10«26«06 

The  law  firm  of  Day  Berry  &  Howard  LLP,  now  Day  Pitney  LLP 
served  as  host  of  the  Hartford  area  reception  at  CitiPlace  I. 
Dean  Art  Gaudio,  Associate  Dean  Eric  Gouvin,  and  Associate 
Dean  Samuel  Stonefield  welcomed  52  guests. 


Worcester  Alumni  Reception  11>14>06 

Nearly  two-dozen  alumni  from  throughout  greater  Worcester 
gathered  at  Club  Maxine  to  network  with  their  alumni  colleagues 
and  representatives  from  the  School  of  Law.  Stephen  G.  Abraham. 
Registrar.  Worcester  Probate  and  Family  Court,  and  President  of 
the  Worcester  County  Bar,  served  as  the  reception's  host. 

Albani  Alumni  Reception  12*5«06 

Cynthia  Shenker  '81 .  a  partner  in  the  Albany  office  of  the  law  firm 
of  Wilson  Elser  Moskowitz  Edelman  &  Dicker,  hosted  a  reception  in 
the  state's  capital.  Twenty-eight  alumni  from  the  Albany-Schenec- 
tady-Troy  area  were  in  attendance. 


Springfield  Alumni  Luncheon  2>1*07 

News  of  the  the  $5.5  million  renovation  and  expansion  of  the  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center  took  center  stage  at  the  annual  Springfield  Alumni 
Luncheon  held  at  the  Colony  Club  February  1. 

College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  spoke  to  the  more  than  80 
guests  in  attendance  about  the  importance  of  enhancing  the  facility 
and  the  value  it  will  bring  to  alumni,  particularly  those  practicing 
in  greater  Springfield  who  frequent  the  Center  and  the  Law  Library. 
Dean  Art  Gaudio  and  Associate  Dean  Sam  Stonefield  delivered  a 
PowerPoint  presentation  showcasing  plans  for  the  project  and 
explained  to  those  gathered  how  their  participation  in  the  Transfor- 
mations Campaign\%  vitally  important  to  raising  the  funds  to  com- 
plete the  project. 

Before  and  after  the  presentation,  guests  enjoyed  mingling  and 
networking  with  fellow  graduates.  Maria  Puppolo  '99,  an  Assistant 
City  Solicitor  for  the  City  of  Springfield  said,  "I  come  because  I  can 
visit  with  faculty  members  whom  I  haven't  seen  for  a  long  time  and  it 
is  a  great  way  to  show  support  for  the  School.  I  also  enjoy  network- 
ing and  hearing  what  peers  from  my  class  are  doing." 

Solo  Practitioner  Attorney  James  Gregory  '78  said,  "I  attend  the 
luncheon  not  only  as  a  graduate,  but  also  as  a  member  of  the  16 
Acres  Civic  Association.  The  College  has  been  a  very  good  neighbor 
to  us  and  there  is  a  lot  of  reciprocity  between  us  in  terms  of  support- 
ing each  other.  The  Law  Center  renovation  will  be  very  positive  for 
the  neighborhood." 

While  Mark  Hare  '89  and  Mary  Anne  Stamm  '86,  partners  in  the 
law  firm  of  Hare,  Stamm  &  Harris,  find  the  luncheon  an  ideal  place 
to  reconnect  with  colleagues,  it  is  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  the 
state  of  the  School  of  Law  that  brings  the  couple  to  the  luncheon 
year  after  year 

Commented  Attorney  Hare,  "We're  here  because  both  Mary  Anne 
and  I  were  on  the  search  committee  that  was  instrumental  and  fortu- 
nate enough  to  choose  Art  Gaudio  to  be  the  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Law,  and  we  have  been  thrilled  with  that  choice.  We  have  done  every- 
thing that  we  can  to  support  him  because  he's  just  the  best  thing  that 
could  have  happened  to  the  Law  School. 

"I  most  appreciate  the  hands-on  aspect  of  the  event.  I  like  to  be 
able  to  hear  from  the  Dean  and  the  President  personally.  I  like  receiv- 
ing the  publications,  but  there's  nothing  like  eye-to-eye  contact,  hear- 
ing from  the  faculty  and  the  administration,  and  renewing  old 
acquaintances  we  had  from  20  years  ago." 

Commented  Attorney  Stamm,  "We've  been  hearing  about  the 
renovation  for  some  time— I  think  it's  wonderful.  Western  New 
England  is  a  great  law  school  and  has  always  been  so;  it's  very 
exciting  to  hear  that  it's  progressing." 


(Top  left)  Dean  Art  Gaudio  speaks  with  Edward  Wilson  '06  during  the  Hartford  Alumni  Reception  at  Day  Pitney  LLP  last  fall.  Springfield  Luncheon:  (top  right)  Maria 
Puppolo  '99  (bottom  left)  James  Gregory  78  (bottom  right)  Mark  Hare  '89  and  Man/  Anne  Stamm  '86 
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Alumni  News 


Save  the  Date 


Reunions  2007 
October  20tli 


Calling  the  Classes  of  1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 
1987, 1992, 1997,  and  2002! 

Reunion  2007  will  be  held  in  the  MassMutual  Gallery  at  the  Naismith  Memorial 
Basketball  Hall  of  Fame.  Several  area  hotels  have  agreed  to  offer  a  reduced 
rate  to  our  alumni.  Please  remember  to  reference  the  School  of  Law  and  the 
reunion  when  making  your  reservation.  A  listing  of  local  hotels  can  be  found 
on  the  School's  website:  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni  under  "Reunion." 

Visit  our  website  to  view  our  list  of  "lost"  alumni.  Please  help  us  reach 
all  of  your  classmates  so  that  we  can  have  a  great  turnout  this  year! 

If  you  would  like  to  be  a  committee  member  and  help  with  the  planning  of 
your  reunion  or  just  want  to  share  an  idea  with  the  staff,  please  contact  Carol 
Thompson  at  413-782-1311  or  email  her  at  cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 


Alumni  Board  to  Host 
First  Ever  Golf  Tourney 

New  and  returning  members  of  the  Law  Alumni  Board  of  Directors 
emerged  from  their  fall  meeting  on  October  1,  2006  with  the  announce- 
ment of  their  first  ever  Law  Alumni  Association  Golf  Tournament.  The 
event  will  be  held  on  Monday,  September  10,  2007,  at  The  Ranch  Golf 
Club  in  Southwick,  MA. 

For  details,  contact  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-3111 
or  visit  www.law.wnec.edu. 


Career  Services  Holds  Mentoring  Program  KIckoff  Event 


Dinner  for  Students  and 
Alumni  of  Color 

i  The  Seventh  Annual  Dinner  for  Students  and 

f  Alumni  of  Color  was  held  on  October  17,  2006, 
at  the  Log  Cabin  Banquet  &  Meeting  House  in 

'  Holyoke,  MA.  The  dinner  provides  an  opportunity 
for  current  students  to  gather  with  alumni,  sharing 
news  of  the  School  of  Law  and  discussing  their 
common  experiences  in  legal  education  or  prac- 
tice. Nearly  80  guests  including,  students,  alumni, 
faculty,  and  administrators  were  in  attendance. 

■Alfred  A.  Gray  Jr.  '82  pictured  above  with  students, 
partner  at  the  law  firm  of  Bowditch  &  Dewey, 
served  as  the  keynote  speaker. 


At  critical  junctures  in  our  lives  it 
is  often  a  mentor  who  helped  us 
to  find  direction.  At  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law, 
the  guidance  and  wisdom  gained 
from  a  mentor  is  not  left  to 
chance.  Every  first-year  law 
student  is  offered  the  opportunity 
to  connect  with  a  mentor  from 
the  local  legal  community.  The 
February  1,  2007  kickoff  event 
provided  an  informal  way  for 
mentors  and  mentees  to  connect 
and  begin  a  dialogue  about  career 
goals  and  the  realities  of  working 
in  the  legal  profession. 

This  year  51  members  of  the 
local  legal  community  have  vol- 
unteered their  time  to  mentor  56 
students.  During  initial  meetings, 
students  are  encouraged  to 
establish  mentor/mentee  rela- 
tionship expectations.  Early  on, 
they  discuss  how  many  times 
they  will  meet,  or  how  they  will 
communicate.  Mentors  are  ad- 
vised to  help  mentees  to  focus 


not  only  on  short  term  goals,  but 
also  to  encourage  them  to  think 
of  broader  issues  of  career 
development  and  professional 
advancement. 


The  mentors  and  students 
continued  to  meet  individually 
throughout  the  semester.  To  learn 
more  about  mentoring  opportuni- 
ties, contact  the  Office  of  Career 
Services  at  413-782-1416. 

Mentor  Kevin  Claffey  '98, 
Assistant  Clerk  Magistrate,  Hamp- 
den Superior  Court,  pictured 
above  with  Mentee  Devin  O'Neil 
1L  commented,  "We  all  need 
landing  zones,  we  all  need  a  little 
help  in  many  facets  of  our  lives. 


From  a  new  job  to  going  to  law 
school,  it  helps  if  you  have 
someone  to  guide  you.  My 
younger  brother,  who  was  actu- 
ally three  years  ahead  of  me  in 
law  school,  was  my  defacto  men- 
tor. I  found  it  very  helpful,  and  I 
owe  the  School  at  least  that 
much  to  participate  in  the  educa- 
tion of  others.  Participation  does- 
n't mean  that  it  guarantees  them 
summer  employment  or  an  'A'  in 
Property,  but  if  I  can  lighten  their 
load  and  ease  the  burden  of 
going  to  law  school,  I  think  I've 
served  as  a  mentor.  I've  talked 
about  jobs,  career  possibilities, 
and  even  good  places  to  have 
an  Italian  dinner  with  the  two 
young  men  I'm  mentoring  now. 
It's  also  part  of  moving  them  into 
the  western  Massachusetts  com- 
munity, not  just  the  Western 
New  England  College  community. 
I've  been  a  mentor  since  the  pro- 
gram started  and  I'll  do  it  again 
next  year." 


Lawyers,  Law  Students  Hit  the  Courts  for  33rd  Basketball  Tournament 


The  33rd  annual  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  Basketball  Tournament  was  held  Feb- 
ruary 16-18  at  the  College's  Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center.  The  tournament  and  its  receptions  at  local 
sports  pubs,  a  highlight  on  the  student  calendar  each 
year,  has  grown  into  an  intercollegiate  competition 
attracting  teams  comprised  of  law  students  and 
alumni  from  throughout  the  region. 

A  total  of  20  men's  and  women's  teams  repre- 


sented eight  Northeast  law  schools,  including  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of  Law,  Albany  Law 
School,  Franklin  Pierce  Law  Center,  Harvard  Law 
School,  Hofstra  University  School  of  Law,  Touro  Law 
Center,  University  of  Connecticut  School  of  Law,  and 
Vermont  Law  School.  UConn  won  both  the  women's 
and  men's  tournaments.  Western  New  England 
College  tied  for  third  with  Albany  in  the  Men's  divi- 
sion and  came  in  second  in  the  Women's  division. 
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student  Spotlight  Stephanie  Schlatter  3L 


by  Deb  Whittemore 


Her  father,  a  career  Army  officer,  marched  with 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  in  Selma,  AL. 
When  she  was  in  second  and  third  grade, 
Stephanie  Schlatter  3L  lived  in  Taiwan,  where 
people  would  touch  her  blonde  hair  in 
amazement  and  she  experienced  for  the  first 
time  what  it  meant  to  be  different  from  everyone  else.  Her 
early  experiences  have  helped  foster  a  passion  for  public  ser- 
vice and  for  helping  people  in  all  walks  of  life  who  are  in  sit- 
uations not  necessarily  of  their  making. 

"My  favorite  book  has  always  been  To  Kill  a  Mockingbird" 
says  Stephanie.  "I  read  it  in  sixth  grade  and  wanted  to  be 
Atticus  Finch.  I  think  what  makes  a  good  lawyer  can  be 
summed  up  by  what  he  says  in  the  book-that  you  never 
really  know  a  person  until  you  stand  in  his  shoes." 

After  seeing  the  lives  devastated  by  Hurricane  Katrina, 
particularly  in  the  less-publicized  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  area 
where  her  own  family  lost  their  home,  Stephanie  helped  orga- 
nize a  fundraiser  at  the  School  of  Law  last  year.  This  spring 
break  she  led  a  team  of  11  students  to  the  area  to  work  with 
the  Mississippi  Center  for  Justice,  providing  free  legal  assis- 
tance for  those  still  coping  with  the  hurricanes  aftermath 
(read  about  that  trip  in  the  Fall  issue  of  Perspectives.) 

"My  heart  goes  out  to  the  Gulf  Coast,"  she  says.  "Many  of 
these  people  lost  all  of  their  documents  and  have  had  a  lot  of 
brick  walls  put  up  in  front  of  them.  We  helped  them  under- 
stand all  of  the  regulations  and  processes  vnth  FEMA  and  other 
organizations  that  are  supposed  to  be  there  to  help  them." 

Last  summer  Stephanie  was  a  law  clerk  for  the  Alabama 
Disabilities  Advocacy  Program,  which  provides  legal  assistance 
for  anyone  with  a  disability  who  is  being  denied  access  to  a 
job  or  schooling.  "You  see  the  return  in  that  kind  of  work  very 
quickly,"  Stephanie  says.  "These  are  people  who  don't  know 
where  to  go,  who  can't  afford  to  hire  an  attorney.  Organiza- 
tions like  this  fill  a  void." 

Before  law  school  and 
after  obtaining  her  B.S.  in 
political  science,  Stephanie 
acquired  her  Master  in  Edu- 
cation degree  and  for  six 
years  taught  history,  consti- 
tutional law,  and  compara- 
tive politics  at  a  Virginia 
high  school,  following  in  her 
mother's  footsteps. 

"1  see  teaching  as  another 
type  of  public  service.  I 
liked  the  idea  of  meshing 
political  science  and  law 
ideas,"  she  says.  She  remem- 
bers traveling  to  Alabama 


with  her  mother  and  taking  pictures  of  civil  rights  landmarks 
and  Harper  Lee's  hometown  to  bring  back  to  her  students 
with  a  passion  for  making  the  lessons  they  were  learning 
more  real. 

Her  teaching  experience  proved  invaluable  two  summers 
ago  when  she  served  as  a  Law  Student  in  Residence  for  Street 
Law,  an  organization  in  Washington,  DC,  that  instructs  high 
school  teachers  in  how  to  teach  constitutional  law  and  legal 
theories. 

"It  was  a  wonderful  way  to  combine  my  first  year  of  law 
school  with  my  teaching  background,"  Stephanie  recalls. 
Street  Law,  in  conjunction  with  the  Supreme  Court  Historical 
Society,  held  two  Institutes  about  the  Court  and  its  high  cases 
and  featured  appearances  by  Justices  Sandra  Day  O'Connor, 
(pictured  with  Stephanie  and  a  friend  below),  John  Roberts, 
and  Stephen  Breyer. 


Stephanie  discovered  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  thanks  to  a  teacher  she'd  formerly  worked  with 
who'd  gone  on  to  study  law  in  Boston.  As  soon  as  she  came 
for  a  visit,  she  knew  she'd  found  a  match. 

"I  wasn't  just  another  person.  People  were  genuinely 
excited  that  I  was  there,"  she  recalls.  "Everyone  was  so 
welcoming." 

That  was  three  years  ago.  Today  she  is  Secretary  of  the 
Student  Bar  Association  and  served  as  Copresident  of  the  Col- 
lege's chapter  of  Equal  Justice  Works,  an  association  of  law 
students  and  graduates  who  are  pursing  public  interest  law. 
She's  also  helped  start  a  mentoring  program  with  eighth 
graders  at  Duggan  Middle  School  in  Springfield.  Her  dream 
job,  she  says,  would  be  to  work  in  the  Department  of  Justice, 
Office  of  Civil  Rights-carrying  out  the  message  of  those  foot- 
steps her  father  took  with  Dr.  King  years  ago. 

"People  like  to  characterize  public  interest  lawyers  as 
bleeding  heart  liberals  when  that's  not  necessarily  true,"  she 
says.  "I  think  to  be  a  good  lawyer,  you  have  to  be  able  to  put 
yourself  into  the  shoes  of  those  whom  you're  representing. 
You  can't  truly  help  people  without  considering  the  circum- 
stances behind  the  situation. 

"My  hope,"  she  adds,  "is  that  everyone  who  graduates  and 
goes  into  practice  would  feel  some  sort  of  responsibility  to 
society  at  large." 
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Speaker 
Series 

2006-2007 


by  Brendan  Payne 


"I've  sought  to  bring  people  to  the  School  of  Law  who  can  humanize  a  subject 
for  students,  provide  a  fresh  perspective,  or  linkup  what  students  learn  in  the 
classroom  with  the  world  at  large, "said  Professor  Jameson  Colburn,  Chair  of 
the  Clason  Speaker  Series. 


Professor  Robert  B.  Keiter,  the  Wallace  Stegner  Professor  of  Law 
and  Director  of  the  Wallace  Stegner  Center  for  Land,  Resources, 
and  the  Environment  at  the  University  of  Utah  S.J.  Quinney  College 
of  Law,  opened  the  Clason  Speaker  Series  in  October  2006  with  his 
lecture  "Glacier  National  Park  and  Its  Neighbors:  A  20-Year  Study 
in  Regional  Resource  Management." 

^^1^      The  spring  portion  of  the  series  launched  on 
^MfUb     January  25  with  a  presentation  by  Kent  Green- 
field, Professor  of  Law  and  Law  Fund  Research 
Scholar  at  Boston  College  Law  School.  Professor  Greenfield,  an 
expert  in  the  areas  of  business  and  constitutional  law,  spoke  about 
his  new  book.  The  Failure  of  Corporate  Law. 

"Corporate  law  determines  the  rules  governing  some  of  the 
largest  and  most  powerful  institutions  in  the  world,"  said  Professor 
Greenfield  during  his  lecture.  "Establishing  the  obligations  and  pri- 
orities for  companies  and  their  management,  corporate  law  affects 
everything  from  employees  from  Silicon  Valley  to  Bangladesh  to  whether  companies 
will  try  to  skirt  environmental  laws. 

"Most  of  us  in  the  United  States  and,  indeed,  many  people  around  the  world,  would 
be  better  off  if  corporate  law  was  different." 

James  Stribopoulos,  Assistant  Professor  and  Codirector  of  the 
part-time  LL.M.  program  in  criminal  law  at  Osgoode  Hall  Law 
School.  York  University  in  Toronto,  came  to  campus  on  February 
28.  Professor  Stribopoulos,  who  teaches  courses  in  criminal  proce- 
dure and  evidence,  has  years  of  experience  as  an  appellate  and 
criminal  trial  lawyer,  practicing  in  front  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  for 
Ontario  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  His  lecture,  "Does  a 
Judge's  Party  of  Appointment  or  Gender  Matter  to  Case  Out- 
comes?" investigated  the  inherent  biases  judges  must  overcome  in 
order  to  make  fair  and  just  decisions. 

"Judges  are  human  so  despite  their  best  efforts,  subconsciously 
they  will  be  pulled  in  a  certain  direction  based  on  their  experience,  their  gender,  their 
outlook,  their  politics,  and  what  our  study  finds  is  when  you  take  the  judges  and  diver- 
sify the  panels,  judges  are  pulled  to  the  center,"  explained  Professor  Stribopoulos. 
"Concerns  about  partiality  are  addressed  if  we  move  toward  an  approach  of  construc- 
tioning  panels  to  be  diverse  as  to  avoid  some  of  the  extremes." 

Cheryl  Wade,  the  "Dean  Harold  F.  McNiece"  Professor  of  Law  at 
St.  John's  University  School  of  Law,  wrapped  up  the  2006-07  edi- 
tion of  the  Series  with  her  lecture  entitled  "Advancing  the  Corpo- 
rate Discourse  About  Race"  on  March  29,  2007.  Professor  Wade, 
an  expert  on  the  intersection  of  corporate  governance  and  critical 
race  theory,  touched  on  the  issues  of  "diversity  doublespeak"  and 
"the  complexity  of  discrimination." 

"There  are  two  basic  reasons  why  diversity  doublespeak  is 
dangerous.  First  of  all  it  makes  people  of  color  supplicant,  it  makes 
women  supplicant."  explained  Professor  Wade.  "A  second  reason  why  it  is  problematic, 
is  because  if  companies  continue  to  focus  on  diversity  without  addressing  the 
continuing,  the  persisting  problem  of  discrimination,  you'll  have  lots  of  people  of  color 
in  the  workplace,  lots  of  women  in  the  workplace,  but  they'll  be  stuck  at  the  bottom 
and  in  the  middle  and  they'll  endure  the  blatant  acts  of  racism  and  sexism," 


Law  and  Business  Center 
Advances  Entrepreneurship 

Through  Lectures  and  Workshops 

The  spring  semester  once  again  proved  to  a  busy  time  for 
the  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneur- 
ship  as  the  organization  hosted  numerous  events  and 
speakers  on  campus. 

The  spring  offerings  got  under  way  on  January  25  as 
D.  Gordon  Smith,  Professor  of  Law  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  Law  School,  spoke  at  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center  as  part  of  the  Entrepreneurship  Speaker  Series.  Pro- 
fessor Smith  who  also  serves  as  Associate  Director  of  the 
Initiative  for  Studies  in  Technology  Entrepreneurship 
(INSITE)  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison  School  of 
Business  presented  a  lecture  entitled  "What  does  law  have 
to  do  with  entrepreneurship?" 

"If  someone  comes  up  with  a  new  development  or  a  new 
organization,  law  might  need  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  that 
new  process  or  that  new  organization,"  said  Professor 
Smith.  "Does  law  squash  innovation  or  does  law  encourage 
innovation?  Does  the  law  actually  encourage  innovation  in 
someway?"  were  questions  explored  by  Professor  Smith. 

Fletcher  Wiley,  President  and  Chief 
Operation  Officer  of  PRWT  Holdings 
and  "Of  Counsel"  for  Bingham 
McCutchen  LLP,  spoke  as  part  of  the 
Success  Stories  Speaker  Series  on 
February  27  (photo  right). 

Mr.  Wiley  offered  these  observations 
on  the  nature  of  success:  "We  must 
create  a  definition  of  success  that 
allows  the  human  experience  to  come  into  play,  so  it's  not 
about  the  money,  not  about  the  acquisitions,  and  not  about 
the  records.  It's  about,  'when  this  person  was  here,  did 
they  develop  their  potential?  When  this  person  was  here  on 
earth,  did  they  take  the  time  to  understand  someone,  to 
help  older  people  and  help  younger  people?  When  that  per- 
son was  here,  did  they  leave  the  world  in  a  better  place 
than  when  they  found  it?'  If  that  is  true,  than  that  is  what 
success  is  all  about." 

Interspersed  throughout  the  first  months  of  2007  were 
workshops  sponsored  by  the  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship  at  their  headquarters  at  the 
Scibelli  Enterprise  Center  Building.  On  January  30,  a  pre- 
sentation on  the  "ABCs  of  Nonprofits"  kicked  off  the  2007 
set  of  workshops  with  a  colloquium  on  "Marketing 
Research"  on  February  13. 


For  more  information  on  upcoming  events,  please  contact  Aimee 
Griffin  Munnings  at  413-736-8462  or  amunnings@law,wnec.edu 
or  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/lawandbusiness. 
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Class  Agents 


are  needed  lor  the  Classes  of  1971,  1972,  1974,  1978, 
1980,  1981,  1982,  1995,  and  2000.  If  you  are  interested 
in  serving  as  a  Class  Agent  please  contact  Carol  Thompson 
at  cthompson@law.  wnec.edu. 

Stay  in  the  loop! 

Please  be  sure  your  Class  Agent  and  the  Office  of  Alumni 
Relations  have  your  current  mailing  and  email  addresses. 


mi 


John  Reed,  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
President,  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of 
IVIestel<,  Inc.  in  Westfield,  IVIA,  was  the  fea- 
tured speal<er  launching  the  new  "Success 
Stories"  speaker  series  for  the  Western 
New  England  College  Law  and  Business 
Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship. 


13JB 


Class  Agent  Hon.  Peter  Sokaris  email: 
usapgs@cs.com 


Class  Agent  Walter  Powell  email: 
WalterPowell@srv.  edu 


WJ5 


Class  Agent  Rictiard  Fortier  email: 
rfortier02@snet.net 

Bruce  M.  Fogel  has  been 
distinguished  as  a  "Super 
Lawyer"  in  the  November 
issue  of  Boston  Maga- 
^  .  — zine.  He  recently  joined 
'  '  ^^F  V      Springfield  law  firm 
^  1  of  Bacon  &  Wilson,  P.C. 
^   1  in  the  estate  planning 
and  elder  law  department. 


Class  Agent  Gary  nomas  email: 
gary@wealttitecfinologies.  com 


Class  Agent  Marty  Martin  email: 
marty_martin@bellsoutti.net 

Hyman  G.  Darling  has 

been  distinguished  as 
a  "Super  Lawyer"  in 
the  November  issue 
of  Boston  Magazine. 
He  is  currently  a  Partner 
in  the  Springfield  based 
law  firm  of  Bacon  & 
Wilson,  PC.  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Estate 
Planning  and  Elder  Law  Department.  An 
adjunct  faculty  member  in  the  School's 
LLM.  program,  he  was  also  a  speaker  at 
the  National  Academy  of  Elder  Law  Attor- 
neys' Advanced  Elder  Law  Institute  in  Salt 
Lake  City. 

Kevin  M.  Fox  announces  the  formation 
of  Kevin  M.  Fox,  PLLC,  in  Hauppauge,  NY. 
In  2005,  Attorney  Fox  obtained  the  highest 
jury  verdict  ever  obtained  in  the  State  of 
New  York  for  an  individual  plaintiff.  The 
$212  million  verdict  was  obtained  on 
behalf  of  a  child  injured  as  a  result  of 
medical  malpractice. 

Bruce  Stanger  continues  his  passion 
for  bike  riding.  This  year  for  the  fourth 
time,  he  will  be  riding  his  bike  300  miles 
through  the  Israeli  desert  from  Jerusalem 
to  Eilot.  Bruce  is  training  for  a  half 


marathon  and  hopes  to  compete  in  a 
triathlon  before  he  turns  60.  Bruce 
resides  in  West  Hartford,  CT,  with  his 
wife,  Linda. 


Gary  F.  Bevilacqua  has 

joined  the  Springfield 
based  law  firm  of  Bacon 
&  Wilson,  PC.  where  he 
will  primarily  practice  in 
the  area  of  real  estate. 


Dorene  Robotti  has  been  promoted  to 
Managing  Director  at  the  consulting  firm 
Clear  Thinking  Group  in  Hillsborough,  NJ. 


Class  Agents:  Lew  Kurland  email: 
lkurland@khov.com 
Andrew  Aloe  email: 
andrewaloe@shencoke.com 
Anne  Geoffrion  email: 
amgeoffrion@prodigy  net 
Deborah  Grover  email: 
attorneygrover@comcast  net 


m 


Edward  J.  McDonough  Jr  has  been 
recognized  by  Massachusetts  Lawyers 
Weekly  ^s  a  "2006  Lawyer  of  the  Year." 
and  is  a  Partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Egan, 
Flanagan  and  Cohen  in  Springfield,  MA. 


Representative  Lawrence  Cafero  Jr.  has 

been  reelected  to  an  eighth  term  as  State 
Representative  for  the  142nd  General 
Assembly  District  of  Norwich,  CT 


State  Senator  Gale  Candaras,  pictured 
above  with  Attorney  Hyman  Darling  77 

and  Attorney  Ian  Oppenheim,  has  been 
sworn  in  as  State  Senator  of  the  1st  Ham- 
pden Hampshire  district  of  Massachusetts. 
Senator  Candaras  also  received  the  "2006 
Legislator  of  the  Year  Award"  from  the 
Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Elder  Law  Attorneys  (NAELA). 

Dan  Davis,  State's  Attorney  for  Windham 
County.  VT.  has  been  reelected  for  a 
seventh  term  as  county  prosecutor. 
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Did  you  meet  your 
spouse  or  partner  at 
Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law? 

We  want  to  know  your  story. 
Perspectives  will  be  selecting  mar- 
ried couples  and  life  partners  to 
profile  in  an  upcoming  issue.  If 
you  have  an  interesting  story  to 
share  and  would  like  to  be  con- 
sidered, email  Carol  Thompson 
at  cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 


1383    1333  im 


Attention  Alums 
as  Elected  Officials 

Uncle  Sam 
Wants  You! 

Associate  Dean  and  Professor 
Sam  Stonefield,  our  own  Uncle  Sam, 
is  looking  for  alumni  who  currently  hold 
or  who  have  previously  held  elected 
office  at  the  local  level  (mayor,  city 
councilor,  selectperson,  or  school  com- 
mittee member)  to  be  considered  for 
an  upcoming  article  in  Perspectives. 
If  you  are  such  a  person  (or  know  of 
such  an  alum),  email  Carol  Thompson 

at  cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 


Class  Agents  Ellen  Teller  email: 

eteller@frac.org 

Maureen  Burns  email: 

meh  <? npiiparinni,i\;'firm  com 

Amalia  Vazquez  Bzdyra  has  been 
named  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
the  Department  of  Social  Services 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Kenneth  M.  Lemanski  is  now  an 

Executive  Officer  for  the  State 
Council  of  Presidents  of  Massa- 
chusetts State  Colleges. 

Cheryl  Smith,  General  Counsel 
Western  New  England  College, 
has  been  appointed  to  the 
National  Association  of  College 
and  University  Attorneys 
(NACUA)  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions for  the  2006-2007  year. 


1384 


Class  Agent  Ina  Forman  email: 
aliforman@aol.com 

Curt  Hamakawa  has  joined  the 
faculty  of  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Business  as  an 
Assistant  Professor  of  Sport 
Management,  He  was  also  the 
moderator  of  a  symposium  on 
Title  IX  of  the  Education  Amend- 
ments of  1972. 
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Class  Agent  Pete  Steingraber 

email:  cisco3ack@aol.com 

'  ^^^^^     Dennis  R.  Anti, 
^^^^^^    partner  the 

^^^^^B    law  firm  of 

^^^^V^  Mahoney  LLC, 
^^^P^  has  success- 
^^^^^H  fully  argued 

new  limits  on 
hospital  liability.  Attorney  Anti 
represented  the  defendant  hospi- 
tal, St.  Vincent  Hospital  in 
Worcester,  and  its  parent  corpo- 
ration. Tenet  Health  Systems,  in 
the  case. 


Class  Agent  Judith  Jones  email: 
jonesjh@aetn8.com 

^■HH  Lisa  Halbert 
'^^m  has  joined  the 

■  "*  Springfield 
H     h         based  law  firm 
P  of  Bacon  & 

f    V  "^(^  Wilson,  PC,  as 

Ni^T  1;  a  member  of 
the  firm's  estate  planning,  elder, 
and  real  estate  departments. 

William  J.  O'Neil  has  been 
elected  to  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Hampshire  County  Bar 
Association. 

Walter  E.  Paulekas  has  been 
managing  partner  of  the  commer- 
cial law  firm  of  Levin,  Ford  & 
Paulekas,  LLP  in  Hartford.  Walter 
and  his  wife.  Angle,  recently 
celebrated  their  26th  wedding 
anniversary.  Their  son,  Chris, 
graduated  from  West  Point  in 
2005  and  is  currently  serving 
in  Iraq  with  the  82nd  Airborne. 
Daughter  Laura,  is  a  junior 
accounting  major  at  Duquesne 
University  in  Pittsburgh. 

Gerarda  M.  Rella  is  celebrating 
the  15th  anniversary  of  the  law 
firm  that  she  started.  She  cur- 
rently employs  four  attorneys  and 
10  support  staff  in  five  offices  in 
the  New  York  metro  area  with  the 
main  office  in  White  Plains. 


Class  Agent  Robert  Murphy 
email:  rmurphy@bacon- 

wilson  com 

Nancy  Winkelman,  partner  in  the 
law  firm  of  Schnader  Harrison 
Segal  &  Lewis  LLP  is  the  2006 
recipient  of  the  Earl  G.  Harrison 
Pro  Bono  award.  Attorney 
Winkelman,  who  serves  as 
Cochair  of  the  Firm's  Appellate 
Practice  Group  and  as  Cochair  of 
the  Pro  Bono  committee,  was 
recognized  for  her  career-long 
dedication  to  public  service  and 
pro  bono  work,  mainly  in  the 
areas  of  disability  law,  prisoner 
civil  rights,  and  immigration. 


Class  Agent  Jim  Baker  email: 

jbaker&v.'sh-law  com 

Honorable  Mark  Maniscaico  has 

been  elected  to  the  position  of 
Probate  Judge  for  the  Town  of 
Stafford,  CT 

Honorable  William  J.  Meade 

has  been  confirmed  as  an  Associ- 
ate Justice  of  the  Massachusetts 
Appeals  Court. 


m 


Class  Agents 
George  Conway  email: 
attorney@georgeconway.  com 
Martha  Allard  email: 

mpirthaallard@comcast.  net 

Maureen  E.  Walsh  has  been 
elected  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Hampshire  County  Bar 
Association. 


Peter  Seka  and  his  wife  Jennifer 
(Maloney)  recently  celebrated 
their  14th  wedding  anniversary 
They  continue  to  live  in  Arlington, 
VA,  and  their  two  girls,  Isabelle, 
age  six,  and  Claire,  age  three,  are 
doing  beautifully  Peter  has  joined 
Mars,  Incorporated  as  General 
Counsel  with  global  responsibili- 
ties in  more  than  65  countries. 
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Class  Agents  Holly  Lemieux  email: 
hlemieux@lynchlynch.  com 
Katie  Stone  Harrington  email: 
bharrington5207@comcast.  net 

William  E.  Culton  Jr.  has  become  General 
Counsel  for  Picerne  Military  Housing.  He 
and  his  wife,  Lisa,  have  two  sons.  Jack, 
age  three  and  one  year-old  Grant. 

Sarah  Turano-Flores  has  joined  the  firm  of 
Nutter  McClennen  &  Fish,  LLP,  as  Of  Coun- 
sel in  the  Real  Estate  department  in  their 
Cape  Cod  office. 


Class  Agent  Melanie  Branham  email: 

melbranham@branhamlawfirm.org 

Jeffrey  I.  Fialky  has  joined 
the  Springfield  based  law 
firm  of  Bacon  &  Wilson, 
PC.  and  is  a  member  of 
the  firm's  corporate,  com- 
mercial, and  municipal 
departments. 

Keith  P.  Glenny  has  joined  the  office  of 
Attorney  Robert  R.  LaFortune  as  an  associ- 
ate located  in  Winchendon,  MA. 

James  R.  Miron  continues  to  serve  as  the 
first  mayor  for  the  Town  of  Stratford,  CT. 

Timothy  P.  Murray  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 


GIna  C.Birchall  has  been  promoted  to  Vice 
President  of  Underwriting  at  Berkshire  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Representative  Cheryl  Coakley-Rivera  was 

elected  to  her  fifth  term  as  State  Representa- 
tive in  the  10th  Hampden  (MA)  District. 

Laurence  M.  Dreyer  and 

his  wife,  Sherri  Gulker, 
reside  in  New  Jersey  with 
their  daughter,  Lilly  Jane, 
born  June  1,  2004. 
Laurence  is  currently 
employed  by  The  Bank 
of  New  York. 
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Where  are  they  now? 


Class  Agents 

Marie  Angelides  email: 

angelides@angelidesandsouth.com 

Frances  South  email: 

south@angelidesandsouth.  com 

Robert  W.  Kinzer  III  is  currently  head  of 
computer  crimes  for  the  Berkshire  County 
(MA)  District  Attorney's  Office. 


Class  Agent  Michael  Blanchard  email: 
michael.  blanchard@bingham.  com 

Robert  C.  Calafell  is  currently  employed  as 
a  Tax  Partner  with  the  firm  of  Deloitte  Tax 
LLP,  In  Stamford,  CT 

Karen  Favata  and  her  husband  Lou, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  second  child. 
Jack  Edward  Favata,  born  October  3,  2006. 

Michelle  Dumas  Keuler 

and  her  husband,  Scott, 
welcomed  their  first  child, 
a  son,  born  on  September 
17,  2006.  His  name  is 
Alexander  Joseph  Keuler. 
^         Attorney  Keuler  is  still 
■  working  as  an  Assistant 

Commission  Counsel  II  at  the  Connecticut 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  Opportu- 
nities in  Hartford. 


im 


Class  Agent  Darlene  Massery  email: 
darlenemassery@hotmail.  com 

Laura  A.  Bellotti  has  been  recognized  as 
one  of  the  Hartford  Business  Journal's 
"Top  Forty  Under  40  in  2006"  for  her 
contributions  to  the  Hartford  business  and 
social  communities. 


Curt  Hamakawa  '84 

Springfield,  MA 
Assistant  Professor 
Sport  Management 
Western  New  England  College 


Curt  Hamakawa  returned  to  Western  New  England 
College  in  the  fall  of  2006  to  take  a  position  as  an  Assistant 
Professor  in  Sport  Management  in  the  School  of  Business 
after  working  for  20  years  in  athletics  at  the  NCAA  and 
United  States  Olympic  Committee.  He  teaches  courses  in 
the  undergraduate  program  and  the  MBA  Sport  program  and 
is  developing  "The  Center  for  International  Sport  Business" 
at  the  College. 

Why  did  you  decide  to  attend  to  the  School  of  Law?  "I  was 

born  and  raised  in  Hawaii  and  I  decided  that  I  wanted  to  go  to 
graduate  school  on  the  mainland.  I  wanted  to  go  far  away  and 
New  England  was  about  as  far  geographically  as  I  could  get. 
I  had  known  a  couple  people  back  home  in  Hawaii  who  had 
attended  Western  New  England  College.  They  had  wonderful 
experiences  and  spoke  highly  about  the  school  and  the  faculty." 

What  positions  did  you  hold  at  the  United  States  Olympic 
Committee?  "I  started  as  Associate  General  Counsel.  My  job 
was  to  create  the  in  and  out  of  competition  drug  testing  pro- 
cedures, to  document  the  hearing  and  appeals  procedures  for 
athletes  accused  of  doping,  and  to  provide  them  with  an  inde- 
pendent hearing  before  the  American  Arbitration  Association. 
I  then  moved  to  the  position  of  Director  of  Athlete  Services, 
a  $10  million  a  year  program,  akin  to  student  services  on  a 
college  campus.  And  in  the  last  six  years  of  my  tenure, 
I  was  Director  of  International  Relations,  which  is  like  the 
State  Department  for  the  USOC.  To  me  that  was  the  most 
interesting,  the  most  fascinating  position  I  held.  I  traveled  to 
approximately  30  countries  and  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
people  from  all  over  the  world." 

Why  did  you  decide  to  return  to  Western  New  England 
College?  "I've  always  harbored  an  interest  in  teaching.  Many 
of  my  family  members  worked  in  education.  I  thought  that 
was  something  I  wanted  to  do  at  some  point  in  my  life. 
Instead  of  following  the  traditional  route  in  academia  culmi- 
nating in  a  Ph.D.,  I  wanted  to  get  some  real  life  experience 
working  in  industry  first.  I  felt  it  would  enrich  the  classroom 
environment  and  dialogue  to  have  that  experience  behind  me." 

What  strengths  from  the  USOC  will  you  bring  with  you  to  the 
classroom?  "It  is  the  ability  to  explain  real  life  situations  as 
I  have  been  fortunate  to  witness  firsthand.  Probably  more 
importantly  are  the  contacts  I  have  established  and  cultivated 
over  the  years,  networks  not  just  in  American  sport  but  inter- 
nationally. I  think  that  is  a  valuable  asset  to  bring  that  I  can 
extend  to  the  students  here  so  we  can  help  them  find  mean- 
ingful opportunities  in  the  industry." 
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Where  are  they  now? 


Silvia  [Perez]  de  la  Cruz  '98 

Albuquerque.  NM 
Attorney 

U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development 


Silvia  de  la  Cruz  is  currently  an  attorney  with  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  in  the  Albuquerque  Field 
Office.  She  provides  legal  advice  to  the  principal  HUD  staff  in  New 
Mexico  on  a  variety  of  management  and  program  issues.  She  also 
represents  the  Agency  before  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission  and  the  Merit  Systems  Protection  Board  in  cases 
arising  out  of  HUD  offices  in  the  Southwest  Region,  which  includes 
the  states  of  Louisiana,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  Silvia 
lives  with  her  husband,  Vince,  and  their  son,  Sergio,  who  was  born 
on  December  27,  2006. 

How  did  the  School  of  Law  prepare  you  for  your  present  position? 

"I  took  Professor  Stonefield's  employment  discrimination  class  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Discrimination  Clinic.  These  two  experiences 
prepared  me  to  represent  the  Agency  before  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission.  In  fact,  I  use  the  cases  we  discussed  in 
Professor  Stonefield's  class  in  my  motions  all  the  time." 

What  made  you  decide  to  attend  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law? 

"I  am  originally  from  Miami.  When  I  came  for  a  visit,  the  campus 
was  so  pleasant  and  the  professors  were  just  amazing.  I  felt  really 
welcomed.  I  also  wanted  to  go  to  a  small  school  where  I  could 
interact  with  the  faculty  and  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in 
extracurricular  activities  and  I  did  at  Western  New  England  College. 
While  at  the  School,  I  edited  the  newspaper  and  was  on  the  Jessup 
International  Law  Moot  Court  team. 

Which  professor  influenced  you  the  most? 

"They  were  all  wonderful.  I  don't  think  I  had  a  bad  experience  with 
any  faculty  member.  They're  good  people.They  are  very  approachable, 
down  to  earth,  and  they  know  their  stuff." 

What  was  your  best  law  school  memory? 

"I  had  a  lot  but  I'd  have  to  say  my  experience  with  the  Jessup 
International  Law  Moot  Court  team  was  my  favorite.  Our  team  won 
the  regional  competition  and  we  went  to  Washington,  DC,  to  compete 
in  the  international  round.  In  DC,  we  argued  against  a  team  from 
Malta  and  met  students  from  all  over  the  world.  It's  an  experience 
I'll  remember  forever." 


ms 


Class  Agent  Rebecca  Proakis  email: 
rproakis@nage.org 

Heather  G.  Beattie 

has  become  a  Partner 
in  the  law  firm  of  Mor- 
rison Mahoney  LLP 
and  will  work  in  the 
firm's  Health  Care 
Practice  Group. 


Angela  Duerden. 

litigation  associate 
at  Jackson  Lewis  LLP 
in  Los  Angeles,  and 
her  partner.  Lisa 
Mazzola.  announce 
the  arrival  of  their 
daughter.  Erika  Claire  Duerden,  born 
July  12,  2006. 

Eric  W.  Holland  recently  accepted  the 
position  of  Deputy  Director  in  the  Office  of 
Intergovernmental  Affairs  and  Public  Liai- 
son for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice. 

Darren  R.  Inverse  has  become  a  Partner 
at  the  law  firm  of  Norton,  Hammersley. 
Lopez  &  Skokos,  PA.  in  Sarasota,  FL. 

Yvonne  G.  Pesce  and  Martin  W.  Flynn 
were  married  June  30,  2006  at  the  Oak 
Ridge  Country  Club  in  Agawam,  MA. 
Attorney  Pesce  is  employed  as  an  Assis- 
tant District  Attorney  in  the  Hampden 
County  District  Attorney's  Office  in 
Springfield. 
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Class  Agents  Michele  Morris  email: 
mmorris  13@hotmail.com 
Matt  Massengill  email: 
mattm@masselderplanning  com 

Representative  Angelo  J.  Puppolo  Jr. 

was  elected  to  the  position  of  State  Rep- 
resentative in  the  12th  Hampden  District 
of  Massachusetts. 


Class  Agents  Lori  Leavitt  email: 
legallylori@aol.com 
Gregory  Lenetis  email: 
glenetis@gmail.  com 

Representative  Michael  A.  Christ  was 

reelected  to  the  position  of  State  Repre- 
sentative in  the  11th  House  District  of 
Connecticut. 

Sonja  J.  Hayes  has  relocated  to  Largo, 
FL.  and  has  accepted  a  position  as 
Coordinator  of  Career  Development 
for  the  University  of  South  Florida, 
St.  Petersburg. 

Betsy  Weiner  continues  her  work  in 
Nasiriyah,  Iraq,  with  the  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers. 
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Class  Agents  Anderson  Theodore 
email:  a_theodorejd@yahoo.com 
Karen  Romano  email: 
karen161@msn.com 
Richard  Gray  email: 
rlgray9@hotmail.com 
Jennifer  Cunningham  email: 
jbcunning@comcast.  net 

Richard  L.  Gray  has  recently  accepted 
a  position  as  Trial  Attorney  for  Allstate 
in  the  Salt  Lake  City  office,  practicing 
insurance  defense. 

Denis-Andrei  MesinschI  has  obtained 
his  license  as  Barrister  &  Solicitor  in 
Ontario.  Canada,  and  has  been  promoted! 
to  Legal  Counsel  in  Dealer  Development 
for  Kia  Motors. 

Linda  J.  Moye  has  recently  opened  her 
private  practice  in  Northampton.  MA. 
where  she  will  focus  in  the  areas  of 
mental  health  law,  elder  law,  and 
mediation. 

Suzanne  Parker  has  been  named  the 
new  Executive  Director  of  Girls  Incorpo- 
rated of  Holyoke,  MA. 
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Class  Agent  Linda  Fakhoury  email: 
fal<hourylaw@aol  com 

Rev.  John  J.  Bonzagni  has  been  elevated 
to  Monsignor  and  currently  serves  as 

Judicial  Vicar. 

Captain  Daniel  W.  Dalrymple  is  currently 
serving  with  the  Judge  Advocate  General's 
Corps  of  the  U.S.  Army.  He  is  serving  as  the 
Brigade  Judge  Advocate  for  the  504th  Military 
Intelligence  Brigade  and  is  stationed  at  Victory 
Base  Complex  in  Iraq. 

Captain  Daniel  Mazzone  is  currently  serving 
with  the  Judge  Advocate  General's  Corps  of 
the  U.S.  Army.  He  is  the  Trial  Counsel  for  the 
15th  Sustainment  Brigade  stationed  at  Camp 
Taji,  Iraq. 

Karin  Page  has  moved  to  Manhattan  and  is 
working  for  Tyco  International  Ltd. 

Michelle  Sikes  has  joined  the  law  firm  of 
Schmidt  Law  Offices  in  Northampton,  MA, 
where  she  focuses  in  the  areas  of  elder  law, 
estate  planning,  domestic  relations,  and  mental 
health  law. 


20B5 

Class  Agents  Sara  Micflikier  email: 
saramicflikier@hotmail.  com 
Kelley  Cooper  Miller  email: 
kellycooper@yahoo.  com 

Caitlin  Brady  Aslle  and  her  husband,  William, 
welcomed  their  second  child,  Evan  Michael 
Astle,  born  October  30,  2006. 

Katalin  Demitrus  is  currently  practicing  at 
the  law  firm  of  Madsen,  Prestley  &  Parenteau, 
LLC,  in  Hartford,  specializing  in  plaintiff  side 
employment  law. 

Andrew  E.  Markowski  is  working  for  the  gov- 
ernment relations  firm  of  Gara  &  Associates, 
LLC,  in  Hartford,  specializing  in  legislative  and 
regulatory  lobbying,  primarily  representing 
businesses,  trade  associations,  and  municipal 
government  interests. 


David  M.  Pascale  has  been 

named  Chief  Financial  Offi- 
cer of  Hillcrest  Educational 
Centers,  a  not-for-profit 
organization  that  operates 
four  residential  treatment 
centers  in  Berkshire  County 
(MA)  for  children  and  ado- 
lescents with  unique  psy- 


chological and  learning  needs. 

Glen  Ringbloom  and  Erin  Neale  '06  were 
married  on  September  8,  2006. 

Dave  and  Eleni  Rock  welcomed  their  first 
child,  daughter  Mattingly  Kyra  Rock,  on 
December  28,  2006.  True  to  her  mother's  love 
for  the  team,  "Mattie"  is  named  after  Yankees' 
great  Don  Mattingly. 

David  G.  Schwartz  is  currently  practicing  as 
an  associate  with  the  law  firm  of  Pierce,  Davis 
&  Perritano,  LLP  in  Boston,  specializing  in  the 
area  of  insurance  defense/toxic  torts. 
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Class  Agent  Julia  LentinI  email: 
juliaklentin!@gmail.  com 

Kathryn  Fiehrer  has  accepted  a  position  at 
Wood,  Porter  &  Warder  in  Charleston,  SC. 

Vanessa  Halley  is  currently  working  as  a 
public  defender  for  the  Committee  for  Public 
Counsel  Services  in  Boston. 

Kevin  R.  Hennessy  has  joined  The  Connecti- 
cut Business  &  Industry  Association  as  a 
Staff  Attorney  for  their  Governmental  Affairs 
Department. 

Danise  A.  Linen  exchanged  wedding  vows 
with  Brent  R.  Stephens  on  July  29,  2006,  in 
Schenectady,  l\IY. 

Lee  C.  Matthews  has  joined  the  Private  Client 
Services  Division  of  Bear  Stearns  &  Company 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  will  provide  wealth 
management  advisory  services  to  individuals 
and  corporations. 

Stephanie  P.  McConkey  and  Ross  Gobeille 
were  married  September  23,  2006,  in  Provi- 
dence, Rl. 

Erin  Neale  and  Glen  Ringbloom  '05  were 
married  on  September  8,  2006. 

Kimberly  L.  Stevens  has  been  sworn  in  as 
Associate  City  Solicitor  for  the  Town  of 
Agawam,  MA. 


The  magazine  has  received  notice  of  the  deaths  of  the 
following  members  of  the  Law  School  family 


Louis  H.  Cohen  '39  passed  away  November  6,  2006. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mildred  Cohen;  and  his  three 
daughters:  Barbara,  Sherry,  and  Deborah. 

Sgt.  Michael  R.  Hamel  '02  passed  away  December  5, 

2006.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Lisa  Hamel;  and  his  parents, 
Ronald  and  Janet  Hamel. 

Mary  E.  Quirk  '41  a  graduate  of  Springfield-Northeastern, 

passed  away  October  14,  2006.  She  was  predeceased  by 
her  husband,  John  Quirk  '39,  in  2005.  She  leaves  eight 
children;  Paul  Quirk,  Mary  Ellen  Wheeler,  Lucy  Pelland, 
Peter  Quirk,  Amy  Quirk,  Anne  Quirk,  Grace  Quirk-Hesford, 
and  Kathleen  Quirk. 

Thomas  P.  Ryan  '00  passed  away  October  19,  2006.  He 
leaves  his  wife,  Ann  Marie  Ryan,  and  their  three  children; 
Patrick,  Siobhan,  and  Michael. 

Oewayne  M.  Taylor  '98  passed  away  December  31,  2003. 

Jeffrey  R.  Teolis  '91  passed  away  November  22,  2006. 
He  leaves  his  wife,  Nancy  Teolis;  his  sisters,  Michelle, 
Leona,  and  Kathleen;  and  his  brothers  John  and  Robert. 


I4^e  are  ali/vays  interested  in  ti earing  from  you. 
If  you  have  nei/i/s  of  career  advancement  or 
ciiange,  professional  accomplishments 
oractivities.  marriages,  births,  changes  in 
address,  or  any  other  news,  please  share 
it  with  us. 

Send  your  Alumni  Notes  to: 
Carol  Thompson,  Office  of  Law  Alumni  fie  la  t ions. 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 
1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 
or  email  cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 
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Alumni  Benefits  and  Services 

As  an  alumnus/a  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law, 
the  following  benefits  and  services  are  available  to  you: 


Networking  with  Other  Alums 

Networking  opportunities  for  alumni  include  the  Alumni 
Receptions  hosted  by  the  School  of  Law  at  various 
locations  around  the  country,  reunions,  and  the  Dinner 
for  Students  and  Alums  of  Color. 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  is  branching  out  and 
would  like  your  support  and  ideas  in  expanding  our 
alumni  chapters.  We  are  currently  in  the  process  of 
forming  chapters  in  Washington.  DC:  Boston;  and 
Springfield.  To  participate,  please  contact  the  Office 
of  Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center  (AHLC) 

Law  alumni  are  welcome  to  use  the 
world-class  facilities  of  the  AHLC 
free  of  charge.  Popular  amenities 
include  the  fitness  center,  pool,  and 
track.  For  details,  call  413-782-1518. 


Alumni  Association  ID  Card 

The  Alumni  Association  ID  provides  access  to  campus 
resources  including  the  Law  Library  and  the  Alumni 
Healthful  Living  Center  For  details,  call  413-782-1311 
or  email  cthompson@law.wnec.edu 

Transcript  Requests 

Law  transcripts  are  issued  by  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  the  School  of  Law.  There  is  no  charge  for 
this  service.  For  more  information,  call  the  Student 
Records  Office  at  413-782-1401  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


If  your  diploma  is  lost  or  damaged, 
you  can  replace  it  by  calling 
Student  Administrative  Services 
at  800-325-1122  ext.  2080. 
(A  S30  service  fee  is  required.) 


insurance  Discounts 

As  a  graduate  of  Western  New 

England  College,  you  may 
qualify  for  a  special  group  dis- 
count on  your  auto,  home,  and 
renter's  insurance.  For  details, 
tel.:  413-782-1311  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


Alumni  Atfinitv  Credit  Card 

The  College  offers  enrollment 
in  an  affinity  credit  card.  For 
every  purchase  you  make  with 
the  card  a  percentage  will  be 
donated  to  the  College.  For 
details  call  the  Office  of  Alumni 
Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


Alumni  seeking  |obs  or  looking 
for  qualified  candidates  can  take 
advantage  of  the  free  lifelong  ser- 
vices available  through  the  Office 
of  Career  Services.  Through 
reciprocity  agreements  with 
over  50  law  schools  across  the 
country,  we  can  connect  you  to 
thousands  of  job  opportunities. 
For  more  information,  call 
413-782-1416  or  email 
jobpost@law.wnec.edu. 

.uiuiiiuiny  Legal 
'Education  Programs 

Our  highly  successful  CLE 
programs  have  covered  topics 
ranging  from  probating  an 
estate  to  trying  OUI  cases. 
All  alums  get  a  discounted 
rate  of  $80.  For  details,  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu 

The  Office  of  Law  Alumni 
Relations  serves  as  a  resource 
to  our  members,  committees, 
and  regional  chapters.  Feel  free 
to  contact  Carol  Thompson  at 
413-782-1311  with  questions 
about  benefits,  events,  or 
volunteer  opportunities. 


www.law.wnec.edu 


Alumni  Finder  and 

Ahmini  Wpfisite 
Use  our  website  to 
receive  news  from  the 
School,  access  / 
library  resources,  or 
find  other  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law 
alums  through  our  "Alumni  Finder" 
feature.  Visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumnl. 

I  n  Tniircp  fliirfiiinn 

J.  D.  courses  in  the  School  of  Law  may  be  audited 
on  a  space-available  basis  with  the  permission  of 
the  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs  by  an 
alumnus/a  who  has  completed  the  J.D.  degree 
at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 
For  details,  call  413-782-1262  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 


Western  New  England  Law  Review 


Alumni  Subscription  $10.00 
Non-Alums  $15.00 

Please  enclose  payment  with  your  order. 
SEND  REQUESTS  TO: 
WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND 
LAW  REVIEW 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield  MA  01119-2684 

or  call  413-782-1463 


There's  no  better  way  to 
proudly  display  your  law 
school  connection  than 
with  a  shirt  or  memento 
from  the  College  Bookstore. 
For  more  information,  call 
413-782-1284  or  visit 
www.wnec.bkstr.com. 


Alumni  of  the  School 
of  Law  receive 
the  full-color 
Perspectives 
magazine  twice 
a  year  and  the 
newsletter 
Law  School 
Digest  four 
times  a  year. 


Learn  more  about  alumni  benefits  at: 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


School  of  Law  Library 

Free  access  to  western 
Massachusetts'  only  academic 
law  library  is  an  outstanding 
alumni  resource.  For  hours  or 
information,  call  413-782-1457  or 
visit  the  School  of  Law  website  at 
http:/Avww.law.wnec.edu/library 


D'Amour  Library 

The  D'Amour  Library  serves 
as  a  valuable  resource  to 
alumni  undertaking  professional 
research  or  expanding  their 
personal  reading  enjoyment. 
Alumni  I.D,  card  required. 
Call  413-782-1535  or  visit 
http://libraries.wnec.edu. 
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Western  Now  Kn^Liiul  ('ollegc  is  commiltcci  lo  the  printJiple  ol  equal  opportunity  in  education  and  employment.  The  (^olle^e  does  not 
discriminate  on  the  basis  o(  sex,  race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  age,  religion,  sexual  orientation,  gender  identity,  gender  expression, 
veteran  status,  or  disability  in  admission  to,  access  to.  treatment  in.  or  employment  in  its  programs  and  activities.  The  following  person 
has  been  designated  lo  handle  inquiries  regarding  the  nondiscrimination  policies:  Executive  Director  ot  Human  Resources,  Western  New 
England  t^ollege,  12  I  S  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield.  MA  01 1 19  2(i84,  Inquiries  concerning  the  application  of  nondiscrimination 
policies  may  also  be  referred  to  the  Regional  Director,  Ofiice  for  tlivil  Rights.  U.S.  Department  of  Education.  I,W.  McCormack  RO.t'.H,. 
Room  222.  Boston.  MA  02109 -1557. 
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Leave  a 
LASTING 
LEGACY 


GIVE  BACK  TO  WHERE  YOUR  FUTURE  BEGAN 


■ 


Your  legal  education  has  been  the  foundation  of  your  career,  helping  you 
to  achieve  professional  and  personal  goals.  When  you  were  a  student, 
alumni  support  helped  put  that  legal  education  within  your  reach. 

Now,  you  have  the  opportunity  to  give  back  to  help  future  generations  of 
students.  Consider  leaving  a  lasting  legacy  by  making  a  planned  gift  to 
the  College.  Planned  gifts  can  include  a  bequest  through  your  will  or  a 
life-income  gift  such  as  a  charitable  gift  annuity  or  a  charitable  trust, 
which  pay  you  income  and  provide  tax  savings  while  helping  students 
for  generations  to  come. 


For  more  information  about  bequests,  life  income  gifts,  or  other 
types  of  planned  giving,  please  contact  James  Rich  in  the 
Advancement  Division  at  413-782-1373  or  write: 

James  Rich 

Senior  Director  of  Planned  Giving  and  Foundation  Relations 

Western  New  England  College 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 

Springfield,  MA  01119-2688 

Email:  develop@wnec.edu  Or  visit  our  new  website: 

www.wnec.edu/giving 


APRIL  2007 

18  Judges' Appreciation 
Luncheon 

S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
5:00-7:00  p.m. 

19  Dean's  Tea 

S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
4:00  p.m. 

23-24  GradFest 

Rivers  Memorial  Building 
12:00  noon-6:00  p.m. 

24       CLE  Seminar:  "How  to 
Probate  an  Estate"  Part  1 
S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
4:00  p.m. 


MAY  2007 

1         CLE  Seminar:  "How  to 
Probate  an  Estate"  Part  2 
S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
4:00  p.m. 

17       Dial-a-Lawyer  Program 
3:30  p.m. 

19       School  of  Law 
Commencement 
Springfield  Symphony  Hall 
9:00  a.m. 


JULY  2007 
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Red  Sox  Game  vs. 
Chicago  White  Sox 
Fenway  Park,  Boston 


SEPTEMBER  2007 

10       Law  Alumni  Association 
Golf  Tournament 
The  Ranch  Golf  Club 
Southwick,  MA 

29       Red  Sox  Game  vs. 
Minnesota  Twins 
Fenway  Park,  Boston 


OCTOBER  2007 


20 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 
Reunion  2007 


For  more  information  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 
or  call  Carol  Thompson  at 
413-782-1311. 


visit  www.law.wnec.edu 
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